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The study of the Book of Acts occupies the first six 
months of 1885. The Critical Notes on these les- 
sons will be given, in our columns, by the venerable 
ex-President Theodore D. Woolsey, of Yale College, 
Chairman of the American Company of New Testa- 
ment Revisers. On each lesson, homiletical, or prac- 
tical, papers will be given by distinguished writers. 
The Rev. Dr. John A. Broadus, of Louisville, Presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
will prepare these articles for the first quarter of the 
year; the Rev. Dr. Daniel Curry, of New York, 
Editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review, for the 
second quarter; the Rev. Dr. William M. Taylor, of 
the Broadway Tabernacle Congregational Church, 
New York, for the third quarter; and the Rev. 
Dr. Charles S. Robinson, of the Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, New York, for the fourth quarter. 
The lesson pages will also contain their usual variety 
of helps to study and teaching, including the “ Illus- 
trative Applications,” by Dr. Trumbull; “ Teaching 
Hints,” by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler ; “ Hints for the 
Primary Teacher,” by Faith Latimer; “ Question 
Hints,” by Miss Anna T. Pearce; “ Oriental Lesson 
Lights,” “ Blackboard Hints,” ete. A series of side- 
light helps, by eminent writers on both sides of the 
Atlantic, will be given ; at least one every week. 
Of these, we are enabled to announce the following 
as already arranged for : 


Early Christianity in Asia Minor. 
By Professor Adolf Harnack, 
Germany. 
The Troas of Paul. - 


By Professor A. H. Sayce, of Queen’s College, 
Oxford, England. 


Woman's Place in the Early Church. 
By the Rev. Dr. George Dana Boardman, of 
Philadelphia. 


of Giessen, 





Traces of Early Christianity in Cyprus. 
By the Rev. Dr. M. D. Kalopathakes, of 
Athens, Greece. 
“ Mnason of Cyprus.” 
By the Rev. Dr. A. J. Gordon, of Boston. 


Paul in Jerusalem. 
By the Rev. Newman Hall, of London, Eng- 
land. 


The Imperial Power and the Early Church. 
By Bishop John F. Hurst, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


Paul’s Sacrifice in the Temple. 
By Professor George P. Fisher of Yale Theo- 
logical Seminary. 
The Sanhedrin and its Parties. 
By Professor Milton S. Terry, of Garrett 
Biblical Institute. 


A Roman Provincial Trial. 
By Professor W. C. Morey, of Rochester 
Theological Seminary. 


Paul in Dialectics. 
By the Rev. Dr. J. M. Buckley, editor of The 
Christian Advocate. 


The Story of Felix and Drusilla. 
By the Rev. Dr. Leonard Woolsey Bacon, ot 
Philadelphia. 
“ Righteousness, Temperance, and Judgment to 
Come.” 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
The Jewish Colony at Rome. 
By President Alvah Hovey, of Newton Theo- 
logical Seminary. 
Paul at Rome. 
By Professor James Strong, of Drew Theological 
Seminary. 
Righteousness under the Old Covenant. 
By Professor George P. Schodde, of Capital 
University. 
The Principle of Christian Obedience, 
7 President E. G. Robinson, of Brown Uni- 
versity. 


The Mind which was in Christ Jesus. 
By Bishop A. W. Thorold, of Rochester, 
England. 


The Bounds of Christian Content. 
By President Thomas Chase, of Haverford Col- 
lege. 
Paul Viewed in His Intellectual Characteristics. 
By President James McCosh, of Princeton 
College. 
Constancy in Prayer. 
By Professor Austin Phelps, of Andover Theo- 
logical Seminary. 
Christ’s Wider Work for the World. 
By Bishop H. CotteriH, of Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. 
The Excellence of the Christian Dispensation 
By Professor Francis L. Patton, of Princeton 





The Priesthood of Christ. 
By Dr. Edmund de Pressense, of Paris. 


The Bible in Christian Lands. 
By Bishop W. P. Walsh, of Ossory, [reland. 


Who Wrote Hebrews? 
By Professor S. T. Lowrie, of New Jersey. 


Christian Growth. 
By the Rev. Dr. Hugh Macmillan, of Greenock, 
Scotland. 


It will be observed that this list covers only the first 
half of the year. For the second six months, on the 
Old Testament, it is hoped to have another list equally 
strong in every way. The Critical Notes for that 
term will be furnished by Professor William Henry 
Green, of Princeton Theological Seminary, Chairman 
of the American Company of Old Testament Revisers. 
Other announcements will be made at a later date. 





LOVING UNLOVELY PEOPLE. 


The duty of loving our neighbor is a very pleasant 
one so long as our neighbor is a pleasant and amiable 
person, and is generous and obliging toward us. If 
we could conveniently select our neighbors after our 
own taste, we would not find much difficulty in giv- 
ing this divine command a respectful obedience. This 
was the way that many managed it in the days of our 
Lord. They carefully selected their neighbors, and 
then also put upon the word “ love ” an interpretation 
of their own. When we read of this in the New Tes- 
tament, it seems to us that these people were very 
inconsistent, that they grossly perverted Scripture, 
trying to hoodwink their own consciences, and make 
themselves believe that they were keeping God’s com- 
mand when in their hearts they must have known 
that they were not. We quite enjoy the Lord’s 
rebuke of their perversion. 

But how much better are many of us? We extol 
the grace of Christian charity. We delight in the 
thirteenth of First Corinthians. Yet when we shut 
the Bible, and come down again to the realities of 
every-day life, we resort to very much the same arti- 
fices that the Jews in our Lord’s time practiced. We 
want to love our neighbors, as we are commanded to 
do ; but we put our own definition on the two princi- 
pal words in the commandment. Practically, at least, 
we choose our “neighbors,” and then we love them 
after our own interpretation. We are kind to those 
who are kind to us. We show favors to those from 
whom we expect to receive favors. We are very 
polite, and even self-denying, to those who are polite 
and self-denying to us. But meanwhile we quietly 
ignore the rest of the world. We do not try to love 
unlovely neighbors. 

No argument is necessary to prove that this way of 
keeping the commandment falls short of its require- 
ments. Indeed, our Lord very distinctly said that 
his disciples must show a different spirit. Any one 
can love pleasant, amiable people, and be kind te 
those who will repay in kindness. Such love, dis- 
guise it as we will, is really only a slightly refined sel- 
fishness. Christian disciples must rise to a higher 
plane. “If ye love them that love you, what thank 


have ye? for even sinners love those that love them. 
And if ye do good to them that do good to you, what 
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thank have ye? for even sinners do the same. And 
if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what 
thank have ye? even sinners lend to sinners, to receive 
as much again. But love your enemies, and do them 
good, and lend, never despairing.” 

It will not do for us to build fences where Christ 
has expressly said there shall be no fences, Our 
neighbor is the person whom God for the moment 
brings into relation with us, and who in any way 
needs our help; and the love we are to show him is 
not emotional, but practical. Our Lord’s parable 
clearly teaches all this. The neighbor to all three 
men who came that way was tl.e poor, wounded man, 
lying by the roadside; and the right way of loving a 
neighbor was the good Samaritan’s way,—the way of 
practical kindness. 

It is very clear, therefore, that our neighbor may 
sometimes be quite a disagreeable person, unattrac- 
tive, unlovely, uncongenial, even repulsive; yet it is 
just as clear that we are to love him in spite of his 
unamiable qualities. God chooses our neighbors for 
us, and sends them to us, and whomsvever he sends 
into our path we are to love. 

We need not stumble over any sophistries about the 
impossibility of loving whom we will. Of course, the 
love which we are required to have for our neighbor 
is not that tender emotion which we feel toward our 
personal friends. Christ had his close companions 
whom he loved, and among these his particular bosom 
friends, whom he loved with a peculiar affection ; yet 
at the same time he loved every one he met. Of 
course, the same emotions did not spring up in his 
heart at sight of these as when he met John or Mary ; 
the emotions were different, taking the form of pity 
and compassion, and finding expression in practical 
help, So true Christian love is to manifest itself 
toward all we meet, whatever their character. In the 
presence of the most repulsive qualities, even under 
the most unjust treatment, we are still to maintain 
and exhibit love in all its tenderness, patience, 
thoughtfulness, compassion, and helpfulness—uever 
the love that compromises with sin, or condones 
immorality, or calls evil good; but the love that 
desires and seeks for others the good we seek for our- 
selves. 

There is nothing that so disarms our prejudice or 
feeling of repulsion, in our association with disagree- 
able people and those with unlovely qualities, as a 
sincere desire to do them good. If we believe that 
we have an errand to a man, that, indeed, we have 
been sent from God to help him, we at once forget all 
that is offensive in him or his acts. And very often 
the people we are inclined to dislike, who even dislike 
us, and between whom ard ourselves there is no con- 
genial feeling, are the very persons wio need our help 
even more than those to whom it is most agreeable for us 
to minister. It is not always our most pleasant tasks 
and duties that are most divine. Christ gave his life 
for his enemies, and for the ungodly. 

A story-writer, referring to two women who were 
thrown together under the same roof for a time, and 
between whom there seemed a mutual aversion, says : 
“ It did not occur to Jessie that she owed any obliga- 
tion to Miss Betty except to keep herself as much as 
possible out of her way. . . . It never occurred to her 
that this sélfish, narrow woman, with bristling preju- 
dices, tnight also be suffering—that the sharp, un- 
lovely lines in her face might be outward signs of 
hidden pain, the dumb, unconscious ery of a soul that 
was perishing. Jessie never dreamed that it could be 
any part of her business to break for Miss Betty the 
bread of life.” We are all most apt to give ourselves 
and our help to those we like, and to whom we are 
naturally drawn, and to withhold ourselves and our 
help from'those who repel us by their unloveliness; 
yet in most cases there is little doubt that the latter 
need U8 more than the former, and that as Christians 
we owe to them a higher obligation, and have a more 
divine errand of helpfulness than to the others. 

The very unloveliness that repels us, if we could 


see more deeply into its real causes, would very fre- | ite misspelling in the line of the present discussion. 
quently prove the strongest appeal to our sympathy | Thus, with the Bible names. “Cilicia” (properly 





and interest. In many cases, there is a secret of sor- 
row or pain in the heart, sometimes of sore wrong or 
injustice suffered, which has produced the marring 
or distortion from which we shrink. Longfellow 
says: “ If we could read the secret history of our ene- 
mies, we should find in each man’s life sorrow and 
suffering enough to disarm all hostility.” The wn- 
loveliness which offends us is ofttimes the outward 
mark of these inner experiences of pain. The oyster’s 
wounds become pearls ; but not always do wounds of 
the heart become pearls in the character. There is a 
secret and pathetic cause for much»of the unbeauty 
of human lives. The very disfigurements, therefore,* 
which render a person disagreeable to us, should move 
us to love him, and seek his good. Our errand from 
God is not to the whole, but to the sick. The man 
who needs us most is most our neighbor. Our mission 
in this world as Christians is “ not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister.” Instead, therefore, of turning 
away with revulsion from unamiable people, it is our 
duty to bring them all the warmth and inspiration of 
unselfish love, in the hope of doing them godd, of 
helping them to grow out of their faultiness and dis- 
tortion, or out of their sin and degradation, into 
spiritual beauty, This was Christ’s errand to men. 
This is what the divine love does for us. And we are 
most like Christ when we consider ourselves debtors 
to every one we meet, and as sent from God with some 
blessing or help. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Our keen-eyed readers are watchful at every point in 
our columns; and it is well that this isso. No one will 
be readier than the careful and accurate Dr. Green, to 
recognize the propriety of the “semi-criticism ” (as our 
correspondeut calls it), which a Connecticut reader sug- 
gests on a general statement by the learned professor 
which is correct in substance, but which may be qualified 
by a single unimportant exception, thus: 

In The Sunday School Times for November 22, Dr. Green 
states that “the possessive pronoun ifs does not occur any- 
where in the Authorized Version, and seems not to have been 
in use in the time of the translators ; and accordingly his is uni- 
formly substituted for it.” In Leviticus 25: 5, we find its in 
our modern Bibles, but in my copy, printed in 1648, the verse 
reads, “ That which groweth of it own accord,” ete. The word 
its in this verse is a modern change, and was not used by the 
translators. 

“His” was used for “its,” by the translators of the 
1611 version, as Dr. Green says (see, ¢. g., “his seven 
lamps,” at Zech. 4: 2), in every instance save the one 
above noted where “it” appears. Scrivener says: “ Mr. 
Aldis Wright finds ‘its’ in Bibles of about 1681, but only 
to be dropped again. In Ben Jonsen’s Silent Woman, 
acted in 1690, the expression ‘it knighthood’ several 
times occurs as an affected archaism, as though it had 
already grown obsolete in common speech.” “Its” 
finally appears in the edition of 1744. 


The Sunday School Times spelling-class again has the 
floor. This time it is a scholar from New York State, 
who questions the teacher after this fashion: 

If ““ Mekkeh ” instead of Mecca, why not Mehdeeneh instead 
Medina? Why not spell every Oriental proper name pho- 
netically, and, like The Sunday School Times, consult one’s 
individual ideas of right, instead of the dictionaries and cyclo- 
pedias? Anddo you seriously think that any one who ever 
pronounced Rebecca, would suppose for a moment that-there 
could be any sound of “s”’ or “ch” or “tz” in Mecca? Would 
he not, indeed, naturally pronounce it as if spelled ‘“‘ Mekkeh ” ? 
The serious objection to such orthography, as applied to a word 
so well known as Mecca, is that it confuses the mind and dis- 
tracts the attention. Undoubtedly my letter will betray a 
woful ignorance, but | hope it will oot be in conflict with com- 
mon sense 

The burial-place of Muhammad is often written 
“Medeeneh’’ (not Mehdeeneh), instead of ‘ Medina.” 
When its full title is given, as “ The City of the Prophet ” 
(Medeeneh means City), it is written “ Medeenat el- 
Neby,” so as to indicate the change then made in its 
pronunciation. All Oriental words which are given as 
Oriental words, should have the same standard of spell- 
ing. “ Rebecca” is an Anglicized form of “ Rebeqah;” 
as “Confucius” is an Anglicized form of “‘ Kong-foo-tse,” 
and as “Cairo” is an Anglicized abbreviation of 
“Qahirat el-Misr.” Many an Oriental proper name 
certainly Aas been commonly mispronounced through 





“ Kilikia”), “Cappadocia” (properly “ Kappadokia”), 
“Thrace” (properly “Thrake”), and soon. With the 
new interest in Oriental research, an added prominence 
is given to the writings of those English and American 
scholars who adopt a phonetic method in spelling Ori- 
ental proper names. The Sunday School Times has 
introduced no new’ méthods of spelling; but it aims to 
bridge over the«gap between imperfect or antedated 
lexiconsand cyclopedias and the best modern writing 
in this field of literature. There is often a decided gain 
in confusing the mind and distracting the attention of a 
reader who needs to be shown a better way than that 
which he has supposed was the only way. “ Common 
sense,” like “common honesty,” is very well as far as it 
goes; but there are possibilities beyond an average 
attainment, 


The Queen of Sheba could ask no questions that King 
Solomon couldn’t answer. But King Solomon is not in 
the ‘editorial rooms of The Sunday School Times, and 
when persons who are even far less wise than the Queen 
of Sheba come to this source, they ask questions which 
no one here can fully answer. Here comes such a ques- 
tioner from Ohio, who will hardly get the satisfactory 
counsel which he hopefully seeks at this quarter: 


You always give full satisfaction upon whatever subject is 
sent to you. Proverbs 15: 22 reads: “‘ Without counsel pur- 
poses are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors 
they cre established.”” I ama young man starting out upon 
my own resources very largely, and as I start I feel a need of 
counsel, I do sincerely desire an education, and have prayed 
to God to help me in the accomplishment of thisend. Iama 
farmer’s boy, and I have not the opportunities cf school as I 
desire and asI ought. My parents are not very favorable of 
education. I want to try and honorably gather together money 
enough for a collegiate course as quickly as possible. I have 
been thinking of many different ways of making money too 
numerous to mention here, Please give me the very best 
advice your abilities permit. 


How to”get an education is one question. How to 
make money before getting an education is quite another 
question. The two questions ought to be kept apart by 
putting the second question entirely out of mind. We 
say unhesitatingly to our young correspondent, Don’t 
try to make money. Don’t indulge the mistaken notion, 
that money is an essential preliminary to an education. 
If, indeed, money-making and an education were both 
worth one’s while in life, an education would be worth 
more, as a preliminary to money-making, than money- 
making as a preliminary to an education. If you want 
an education, begin at once to get it. If you have to 
work for a living all day Jong, study evenings. If you 
can get a few odd minutes, or an hour or more, at 4 
time, during the day, between jobs, that is sufficient to 
enable you to study a great deal, and to make large 
progress in the course of a year. Many a fine scholar 
has made his beginning in thatway. There is no reason 
why you should be discouraged, if you have such an 
opening as that. On’the other hand, many a young men 
who for a while had a longing for an education, but who 
thought that be must make money beforehand, has 
become so interested in his money-getting as to live and 
die a poor rich money-getter. You might be satisfied 
with that same low plane, if you should try to get money 
before getting an education. A few years ago, a young 
clerk in a city mercanti!e house, who was closely at work 
every day, from about seven in the morning to seven in 
the evening, said to a counsellor whom he trusted: “J 
wish I could have an education ; but situated as I am, 
I am shut out from that" ‘‘ Why sot get an education, 
if you want it?” asked his friend. ‘“ Howcan I get 
it?” he questioned. “‘‘ By going for it at once,” was the 
reply. “‘Step around with me aow to a second-hand 
bookstore, and let us get a few books for a start” A 
Greek grammar and a Greek reader were obtained. 
“ Now, begin by learning the Greek alphabet, evenings, 
and then go’on in Greek study as far as you can with 
these books It will be time to take the next step when 
this is done.” was the counsel given him. The young 
man followed that advice He found a professional mam 
who would hear him recite, and give him suggestions im 
study. Still working,—not to “make money,” but to. 
“make a living,”—he went on with his studies. In a. 
few years he entered with high promise on one of the 
learned professions, with an education already well 
begun, and with money-making not yet in his mind. Is 
not there a hint to you in this incident? Begin to study 
atonce. If you can get any help jn study, at any school 
near you, or from any school-teacher or pastor of your 
neighborhood, that will be so much gain; but if you 
have no help save in God, commit your way to him, and 
go ahead with your studies. That is theway the best, 
scholars are made—money or no money. : 
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HER PROMISE. 
BY MARGARET J. PRESTON. 


fle tuld me of her tender grace, 
Her softly lifting eye, 

The timid beauty of her ways, 
So shrinking and so shy. 


And then her inner loveliness— 
“Twas like a saint’s,” —he said ; 

“and I could see a halo press 
About her golden head, 


“And yet she went with life undrained, 
Her morning in its dew, 

Her hope’s young purpose unattained, 
Her joys still fresh and new. 


“Her nature was so quick to stir 
At every sudden breath; 

if life had power to startle her, 
What would it be with death ? 


“J watched with sinkings of despair, 
The fading of her bloom ; 

I questioned—Should we ever dare 
To warn her of her doom? 


“*] wrung my lips at length to speak 
The whispered word of woe ; 

No added pallor blanched her cheek, 
She simply said, ‘I know.’ 


“*Such faith had proved her comforter, 
Such cheer, divine to see ; 

My thought was how to solace her, 
And she had solaced me. 


““*« Why, father, I will watch and wait, 
Till you the entrance win, 

‘The first glad angel at the gate 
To bid you enter in.’” 


Ah, sweetest promise surely kept! 
For who may dare to say, 

She did not meet him as he stepped 
Into the golden day ? 


It helps to make us understand, 
It quiets down the moan, 

To think she took him by the hand, 
And led him to the throne. , 





THE SUM OF ALL WISDOM AND DUTY. 


BY RAY PALMER, D.D. 


When Pilate asked the Saviour, ‘‘ What is truth?” he 
asked a question which, in its widest sense, no finite 
mind ever was, or ever will be, competent to answer. It 
is probable that no created intellect is able to compre- 
hend the nature, relations, and laws of the material 
universe which the Infinite Mind has made. It is as 
certain as that the less cannot contain the greater, that 
no such intellect can ever fully understand all that is 
true of the Infinite Mind itself. The horizon which, to 
the finite, forms the boundary of knowledge, must indeed 
be ever receding as the heights of being are ascended ; 
so that things which at the lowest point of observation 
were invisible, or indistinctly seen, may come so clearly 
into view as to afford opportunity for just and accurate 
observation. But when the very summit of finite intel- 
ligence has been reached, there must still remain the 
infinite beyond 

But the restless human mind is slow to recognize the 
fact that there must be limits beyond which it cannot 
press its way in the pursuit of knowledge. Finding its 
progress arrested at one point, it starts off at once in hope 
of finding the solution of its difficulties upon some 
other track. It is ordinarily only by long experience of 
expectation raised only to be disappointed, that it 
becomes convinced of the impossibility, in the nature of 
things, of obtaining satisfaction on the subjects of many 
of its most eager questionings. 

When therefore the great truths which lie at the 
foundation of the religion of the Bible, or constitute its 
essential teachings, are pressed on the attention of men 
for the practical purpose of leading them to holiness of 
life, they are quite apt to seize on certain points which 
the light of reason is not sufficient to illuminate, and 
which the author of Revelation has thought it wise to 
leave in their obscurity, and fixing their thoughts dis- 
proportionately on these, to forget how much is intelli- 
gible and clear. The natural result of such a course is 
perplexity and doubt. Many a thoughtful person, by 
thus busying himself about dark things, has chased one 
chimera after another, till, baffled and bewildered, he at 
last, like Milton’s fallen angels, has 

“Found no end in wandering mazes lost.” 


But it was-one of the great principles which directed 
the inquiries of Sir Isaac Newton, that the certainty of 





what we snow, is not in the least affected by the uncer- 
tainty of what lies beyond our knowledge. It isa princi- 
ple not moresound in philosophy than in religion. The 
practical question to be settled by the inquirer after truth, 
as related to his personal duty and happiness, is not—how 
much is incomprehensible or dubious, but how much is 
intelligible and certain. If the religion of the Bible has 
taught us nothing about our present duty and our future 
destiny in terms that are unequivocally definite and plain, 
then it is good for nothing and undeserving our serious 
attention. Butif its teachings are plain and full in rela- 
tion to our highest duty and well-being, we have no 
reason whatever to turn away from it, or to complain, 
because it does not gratify our curiosity on every subject 
of inquiry. We shall ourselves justly be held respon- 
sible for not heeding its instructions. 

What then are the facts? Sit down to your open 
Bible and attentively consider its contents. Begin with 
the Old Testament. You are impressed at once with the 
magnitude and variety of its contents. “In the begin- 
ning, God!’”’ God before all things, above all things, 
the Creator of all things. Next, the successive stages of 
the work of creation in their order; the origin of man 
and the infancy of human society; the rise of tribes, 
nations, towns, and cities, with pictures of life and man- 
ners; later, the development of institutions, government, 
and laws, in their simpler forms; and from these begin- 
nings of human history, in which the natural and super- 
natural are manifestly blended, you pass down through 
the sacred books to find in them all forms of thought 
and feeling and incident which made up the experience 
of humanity through the changing ages down to the birth 
of Jesus Christ. You find the special lessons of biogra- 
phy; the broader teachings of national history ; of legis- 
lation and civil and religious institutions; of God’s 
providential treatment of individual men and nations; 
the earnest discourses and gorgeous visions of prophets; 
the wisdom of inspired philosophy and the hymnic 
strains of devotional poetry—al! these revealing and 
illustrating in various ways the principles of the divine 
government of the world, and so to a great extent the 
character and attributes of God himself. 

Turning then to the New Testament, you havé@ the 
great essential facts of revealed religion, which were but 
dimly, though progressively, presented in the preceding 
ages, brought out into the clear light of day by the 
appearance of the Christ of God, and the full annuncia- 
tion of redemption from sin and immortal life through 
the gospel of his grace. In his own divine words and 
those of his apostles, you have the nature, the moral 
condition, responsibilities and doctrines of man, authori- 
tatively stated. With these are taught the infinite love 
and justice of God, on which his kingdom among men 
is founded, and the grand realities of a judgment to 
come, followed by eternal retribution according to char- 
acter formed under knowledge and with a free respon- 
sible will. 

Now it is this marvellous book, of which such are the 
manifold and extraordinary contents, which you are 
required to take as the light, the guide, the law, by 
which you are to shape your whole character and life, 
and even to determine your eternal destiny. On it'rests 
your only sure hope of an immortal and blessed exist- 
ence. To reject it, or essentially mistake its teachings, 
is to involve-yourself in hopeless darkness and spiritual 
death. It must, of course, be a matter of infinite moment 


that you rightly understand them, believe them with all |’ 


your heart, and conform to them your entire spirit and 
conduct, It is not strange, therefore, that, in your 
seriously thoughtful hours, it seems to you a great and 
difficult thing, so to accept and comprehend the Chris- 
tian religion—the gospel of Jesus Christ—as fairly to 
bring yourself under its saving influence, that you may 
prove its exalting power, and be made consciously a 
child of God, and an heir of heaven, It is not strange 
that when you look seriously at the wide range ‘of sub- 
jects of which.the Scriptures treat, the whole matter of 
divine revelation seems complicated and perplexing to 
the natural understanding; and that, with a heart~not 
in sympathy with God and spiritual things, you should 
find it easy to start curious and difficult questions; in 
part, at least, by way of excusing yourself from accepting 
and reducing to practice what you see to be reasonable 
and clear. From the lips of parents, from the earnest 
ministers of Christ, from faithful teachers in the Sabbath- 
school, from good books which set forth Christian truths 
and press them by argument and illustration;—appeals 
have been made to your reason and conscience, for the 
purpose of persuadinz you to listen to God’s voice, and 
become in heart and soul a Christian. But it has been 
possible to evade their force by occupying yourself with 
doubtful and speculative questions haying no direct 





relation to present and obvious duty. How can I, you 
ask, accept the Christian system to the saving of my 
soul, while there are so many things in and about it that 
I cannot understand? 

But reflect a moment. How does it appear that it is 
at all necessary that you should understand those things? 
The Scriptures do not say so. As the Bible was to be a 
book for all ages and all classes of men, was to be fitted 
not only to bring the sinful into saving relations to God, 
but to mould progressively their characters, develop 
their intellectual and moral powers, and quicken and 
elevate their whole nature, it was fit that it should open 
large fields of knowledge and present subjects of thought 
and study adapted to all degrees of capacity and culture, 
and all conditions of human life, as we have seen it does 
in fact. But it nowhere demands that any one shall 
know all the interesting and important things of which 
it treats, in order to be saved. ‘The honest inquirer can- 
not fail to notice that the sacred writers do very clearly 
distinguish between the things that every one must 
know in order to attain salvation, and the things which 
are not essential to peace with God and Christian living, 
although there are things, by the knowledge of which 
one who has begun a Christian life may greatly profit— 
may be made more complete in the image of God, and 
raised to a higher plane of being. It is in the very 
nature of things that a revelation from God, measured, as 
to its extent, by human needs, must convey many half- 
truths, and so suggest many questions, the answers to 
which it would by no means be fit that it should supply 
the means of answering 

There is still another view which should be taken of 
the matter. In respect to many of the dark and difficult 
questions which meet the serious inquirer alter the way 
of life, the truth really is that they have no special rela- 
tion to Christianity. Throw away the Bible, and reject 
Christ’s own claims and teaching, and the same ques- 
tions substantially present themselves, and remain un- 
answered. Unbelief, instead of escaping the difficulties 
which faith encounters, must meet all these, and find 
added to them many more. They have their origin in 
the weakness and narrow range of our human faculties, 
as related to the infinity and the vastness of the uni- 
verse. So far from creating difficulties to perplex the 
thinking mind, divine revelation has, in fact, greatly 
diminished their number. It has let in a flood of light on 
many subjects, of the deepest interest to mankind, re- 
specting which nothing was known with certainty befure. 
It has also, by its stimulating and inspiring influence, 
greatly augmented man’s power of thought and his 
capacity for receiving knowledge, especially in relation 
to things of a spiritual nature. Christ has so shown him- 
self to be indeed the Light of the world, even as he said. 

When, therefore, any human soul, believing itself im- 
mortal, and impressed with the grandeur and value of its 
being, finds itself asking that most solemn and momen- 
tous’ of all questions: “ What must I do to be saved?” 
both the Old Testament and the New give one and the 
same answer: Fear God, and keep his conimandments 
(Eccles. 12: 13). If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments (Matt. 19: 17). Love and obey God. 
This, at the beginning of responsible action, covers the 
whole ground of human duty. Nothing could be more 
simple than this primary condition of lie and good eter- 
nal. But the blessed gospel, coming, as it does, to those 
already estranged from God, sinful, lost, offers them 
the free gift of torgiveness and of grace to renew and 
sanctify; so presenting in addition the most cunstraining 
motives to become loving and dutiful towards God. Not 
different terms of being saved; but the whole of man’s 
duty to God reduced to the simple acts of love and obe- 
dience, and, connected with these, the highest induce- 
ments and most available helps to the doing of those 
acts. Nothing, surely, can conceivably be plainer, simpler, 
easier, than the Bible way of being saved. The first 
archangel, in his sinless purity, enjoys and continues in 
the blessedness of God’s favor by loving and obeying 
him. The weak and sinful of mortal race may attain 
and keep the same, by beginning, in penitence and 
faith, to love and obey, and steadily persisting in doing so 
till heaven shall be reached. 

Such, then, being undeniably the facta of the case, is 
it not quite clear that the charge so often made, that the 
Bible is not a plain and sufficient guide to present and to 
immortal life and blessedness, is entirely without foun- 
dation? Can any one honestly maintain that it may 





reasonably be rejected, because it leaves so many things 
but partially explained, or even not explained at all? 
You and I, my friend, do but waste our time and oppor- 
tunities, i, when we would know the way of life, we 
dwell chiefly on questions of mere curiosity, or of intel- 
lectual! interest only. We are to live forever !—supremely 
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happy in peace and sympathy with God, or hopelessly 
miserable in antagonism to him. Our chief concern is 
with the known. The unknown may wait the disclosures 
of God’s eternal providence and wisdom. The one 
thing which we must know, or be undone, is how we 
may gain, and permanently abide in, a state of perfect 
friendship and harmony with God, the infinitely Good, 
the Father of the universe, the Fountain of all bliss. 
The one thing which we must do—do before it be too 
late—is to make that state beyond all doubt our own. 
All that we may learn from science, from philosophy, 
from observation and the experiences of life, even from 
the Bible itself, that fails to unite our souls to God in 
holy affection, will avail us nothing. 

This is indeed the conclusion of the whole matter. 
We hear the voice of God in Jesus Christ calling us, 
with infinite tenderness, to love and follow him. To 
love him, and keep his commandments, is to be his 
true disciple; of whom he says: “I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish.” ‘‘ Whoso 
liveth and believeth in me, shall never die.” Most cer- 
tainly, if you, or I, shall stand, in the day of judgment, 
unforgiven and condemned, God will be justified, and 
we speechless, because we shall be utterly without 
defense. The servant that knew his Lord’s will, and did 
it not, shall be beaten with many stripes. 





A FLOWER AND ITS LESSON, 
BY HENRY W. HULBERT. 


The sundew is a small plant found growing in cold 
bogs in certain sections of the Northern states. It looks 
innocent enough as it lies clinging to a decayed log. Its 
shapely rosette of rather long-stalked leaves nestle closely 
to the soil; and in the centre there is sent up a length- 
ened stem, at the top of which a few flowers unfold them- 
selves. But in this unostentatious vegetable we have a 
representative of the most cunning and ruthless of our 
insect-eating plants. The spider spins his web to entrap 
the unwary victim; but he is not shrewder than this 
senseless plant. A wise fly is supposed to know the 
danger of the silken skein so skillfully prepared and 
wisely located, and a spider understands that a good 
degree of activity is needed on his part in a successful 
ambuscade; but what fly could be expected to know 
the danger threatening as he skims along to light upon 
yonder substantial leaf? Just at the moment when he 
feels most secure, he finds himself in the deadly toils of 
an inexorable foe. He is just beginning to sip the nectar 
when the enemy is upon him, and he has the nightmare 
experience of being unable to flee. 

Each leaf of the sundew is shaped somewhat like a 
wooden spade, with wide handle and rounded corners. 
As you look at the blade closely, you will notice num- 
berless long viscid reddish hairs with enlarged crimson 
tips. The surface of the leaf is greenish. Exuding 
among these hairs is a quantity of sweet sticky matter. 
An insect, attracted by the brilliant color of the glands, 
lights upon thre leaf, and feeds upon the sweet secretion. 
Immediately the concealed machinery is set at work. 
The edges begin slowly to curl over. The insect soon 
becomes aware of its danger; but, alas! its feet are 
clogged by the gummy secretion, the hairs are wound 
among its wings, the corrosive acids begin to act, the 
harder its struggle the more rapidly curls the leaf, which 
at last closes over like a vise, and begins the process of 
digestion. A recent writer says: “ For my own part, I 
cannot watch the, poor creature struggling to free his 
legs and wings from this horrible, impassive, blood- 
sucking plant without at once assisting him out of his 
trouble; for my instincts will not allow me to appraise 
the ‘divine dexterity’ of nature in causing destruction, 
so highly as some of our idealistic humanitarians have 
done; it is impossible not to feel a little thrill of horror 
at this battle between the sentient and the insentient, 
where the insentient always wins—this combination of 
seeming cunning and apparent hunger for blood on the 
part of a rooted, inanimate plant against a breathing, 
flying, conscious insect.” 

Have we not here in the physical world a striking 
analogy of facts that daily transpire in the realm of 
morals? What giddy mortal is there who flies from 
flower to flower but finds his sundew at last? Taking a 
sip from this pleasure and that, entering forbidden gar- 
dens of sensual delight, indulging in mental conceits 
that feed the pride, heedlessly approaching the danger- 
ously magical circle of fixed habit—what observer does 
not shudder as he watches such butterfly life, and thinks 
of its inevitable results? With acriminal rashness they 
brush past the danger-signals, Everything about them 
appears to their sanguine temperzment safe and interest- 





ing. They at last settle down upon their gorgeous sun- 
dew leaf just to sip a little of its nectar. That harmless 
leaf cannot injure. Have they not alighted on leaves 
before? And, too, they will delay but a moment. Ah, 
fatal moment! The exhilarating effect of the honey 
renders them oblivious of the imperceptible change in 
their surroundings. The leaf slowly begins to curl. We 
will go now. No; just one more taste. How sticky it 
is! Bah! we have had erough ; too much; it turns our 
appetite. But what is the matter? This foot is fastened ; 
yes, and that wingisgummed. Hasten; it grows darker! 
What! the leaf is closing over! How these corrosive 
acids bite! Help! Save me! Ah! grim monster, you 
have come at last,—have you? Good-by, father, mother, 
wife, children, home, heaven ! 

The leaf closes over with the inexorableness of law, 
and a soul is plunged alone and helpless into eternity. 
Could Christian ministers tell their whole experiences 
with such cases, what a death-roll we should have! As 
the scientist would extricate the perishing fly from the 
monster plant, so would He who proclaims the only way 
of salvation pluck the brand from the burning. The 
Christian ministry, and Christian sentiment, as it widens 
its circles of influence, have the ‘sufferings of mankind 
at heart, and, though often ignored, are the heaven- 
appointed guides of erring humanity. 

There is another aspect in which we can view this 
blood-devouring plant. It is but one of a large type of 
severe things in nature. The recent researches in near 
and distant realms of science have emphasized some facts 
hard to be understood. The sundew belongs to a large 
family of plants which feed more or less upon blood. 
What explanation can we give for the seeming cruelty 
of the bee in killing off every year the drones? What 
animal survives a wild state except by a most severe 
struggle for existence? A fish was taken from a South- 
ern lake, not long ago, within whose stomach was a smaller 
fish, which in turn had a still smaller fish within its 
stomach. Canine teeth were made for devouring flesh. The 
insectivora is a large family of birds. The same God who 
allows such “ cruel” things in nature, would not create a 
moral scheme out of harmony with the physical. The the- 
ology of the future issure to have its “severe” side. There 
will probably, too, be a great development of its benevo- 
lent side. Yet, in view of our present scientific and 
theological knowledge, it is quite possible that the words 
of the late Professor Henry B, Smith were good prophecy : 
“One thing is certain—that infidel science will rout 
everything excepting thorough-going Christian ortho- 
doxy. All the flabby theories, and the molluscous 
formations, and the intermediate purgatories of specula- 
tion, will go by the board. The fight will be between a 
stiff, thorough-going orthodoxy, and a stiff, thorough- 
going infideiity.” 





BE SIMPLE. 
BY JOHN D. EMERSON. 


Archbishop Usher remarked to his clergy, “ It takes 
all our learning to be simple.” An accomplished living 


preacher adds: “‘ We need a very high mental discipline | 


in order that we may be simple, plain, and powerful.” 

It aids simplicity of speech to know what to drive at, 
and to care more about fastening it as a nail in a sure 
place, than as to how it is done. Speech is a tool—not 
a bouquet of flowers. To speak well, master the idea, 
and that will clothe itself; all life makes its own form. 
More than metaphysics are sometimes ‘ muddified.” 
Not only should the speaker clearly apprehend the truth 
which he declares, in its relations, but he needs a trained 
imagination to render it faitifully, to put himself in 
the hearer’s place, and so to measure the hearer’s knowl- 
edge, as well as methods of thought and speech. “Telling 
a thing is not teaching that thing; ” hence the need of 
adding gesture and facial expression to spoken words, 
and diagrams, drawings, geometrical! lines or pictorial of 
some sort, to written words. 

In seeking simplicity, lines are a help to all—a neces- 
sity to some. Good speech like good battalions, moves 
on certain great lines, and a straight line is the shortest 
distance between two points. Points, well made, are 
often sharp and sententious, but more entertaining than 
convincing—since no sentence or apothegm contains 
all the truth—it may contain a sentiment. When a 
recent writer tells us 


“ Yea, in wordy net would I 
Snare each thought that hasteth by, 
As a boy a butterfly,” 
his attitude of catching butterflies may be pleasing, and 
yet no thought be caught in his “wordy net.” Words 
are marshalled, as forces in battle, moving on converging 
They do not deter- 


lines, for conviction or persuasion 
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mine the end in view, but our end determines them. 
Professor Seeley wisely tells us “the soul of man lives 
upon the contemplation of laws or principles—it is made 


to be constantly assimilating such sustenance from the 
universe.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME 


—— 


SLUMBER SONG, 
BY MRS. ©. B. TROWBRIDGE. 





Never a shoe on the tiny toe, 
My little Baby Beth; 

Feet with so many sad miles to go, 
Dear little Baby Beth! 

Not a white tooth in her mouth I know; 

Not a red cent for our cares to bestow, 
Poor little Baby Beth! 


Never a wicked, naughty foe, © 
My little Baby Beth, 

Not an idea of the world’s great woe, 
Dear little Baby Beth! 

No thought of wickedness, oh no, no! 

Who has the cream of the world, ho, ho! 
Rich little Baby Beth! 





KEEPING TIME. 
BY EMMA L. BURNELL. 


“Oh, dear! what can be the matter?” exclaimed Sarah, 
resting her arms on the key-board, and gazing intently 
at the music on the rack. “Are you sure, Fan, that you 
didn’t play one bar twice?” 

“I’m sure I didn’t,” said Fanny. ‘“ Maybe you either 
played a bar twice, or left one out.” 

“No; I’ve been just as careful as anything. I’m sure 
I didn’t miss a bar while you were counting.” 

“ And I know I didn’t miss one while you counted. I 
can’t imagine why we always get wrong at that place.” 

Their uncle had given them a duet, an arrangement of 
Mozart’s Magic Flute, which they were ambitious to 
learn without any aid from their teacher. For a while 
they got on very well, but had now come to a place 
where they had some difficulty. Both parts had a simi- 
lar passage, and the trouble was they could not get those 
passages to come together. They had counted the num- 
ber of bars in each part over and over, and were sure 
they had allowed enough time for a long rest Fanny 
had. First Sarah counted aloud, then Fanny counted, 
and both anxiously watched their own and each other’s 
part as they approached the troublesome passage, but 
could not make the two bars come together. 

“ Well,” said Sarah, at last, ‘let us begin again at the 
top of the page, and each keep our own time. Don’t 
you mind me, and I won’t mind you. When we come 
to this place, don’t let us stop, but go right on to the 
end, and see how it comes out.” 

So, on this plan, they began again, and came out all 
right, the troublesome bars, much to their surprise, not 
being played in unison atall. First one had the pas- 
sage, and then the other; the accompaniment in the 
other part giving a far prettier effect than if the bars had 
been played together. 

“So that’s the way it goes!” cried Sarah, clapping 
her hands delightedly. “Now if we had only counted 
that way at first! Aunt Maria,” shesaid, jumping up and 
running into the next room, closely followed by Fanny, 
“ wasn’t it the funniest thing? Fan and I were practis- 
ing our new duet, and though first one of us counted and 
then the other counted, for the longest time one part 
wouldn’t come right; but the last time we played it, it 
was all right.” _ 

“How did you make it come right finally?” asked 
Aunt Maria, who had heard the whole thing, but wanted 
to know what the girls would say. 

“ Why, we each kept our own time—just minded our 
own part.” 

“T should think that would be the only possible way 
to play with others—to keep your own time accurately.” 

“ T suppose it is; but then one gets so tired counting.” 

“Yes; you know Ruskin says, ‘It is not easy to 
count; but nothing on which so much depends ever is 
easy.’ Did you ever hear of the Russian Horn Band?” 

“No; what is it?” 

“A band in which each instrument only plays one 
note. Each man has to keep a sharp lookout for his 
note every time it oceurs,” ; 

“Oh, my!” Fanny exclaimed. “ What if he played 
it in the wrong place!” 

“ Or, what if he didn’t play it at all,” suggested Sarah. 

“In either case the effect would be very bad,” said 
Aunt Maria. 





























Decembcz 6, 1884.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








173 





“Those men would have to count like sixty!” said 
Fanny. 

“Then, there are the Lancashire Bell Ringers,” said 
Aunt Maria. “Seven men with two bells apiece, and 
each bell must be rung exactly at the right time, or the 
music is spoiled.” 

“Oh yes!” said Sarah, eagerly ; “it’s like the big 
chorus Uncle Charley sings bass in. Once mamma took 
us to Concert Hall to hear it. There were a whole lot 
of people standing up, singing just as hard as they could. 
First the ladies would sing ‘ King of kings, and Lord of 
lords,’ very slowly, anil the men would sing ‘for ever 
and ever,’ and ‘hallelujah,’ as fast as they could gallop. 
Then they sang long notes, and the ladies galloped over 
the hallelujahs. It seemed to be all jumbled up as if 
they were singing just anyhow ; but they weren’t. Uncle 
Charley said if anybody had sung ‘hallelujah’ in the 
wrong place, it would have sounded very badly.” 

“And don’t you remember, Sarah,” cried Fanny, 
“there was a bar with nothing but a rest in it,—we saw 
it in the book mamma had,—and while everybody else 
was just as still as anything, some stupid man sang right 
out.” 

“ He was not keeping time,” said Aunt Maria; “and 
probably he forgot that ‘there is the making of music in 
a rest,’ as Ruskin says.” 

“ Ruskin again!” exclaimed Sarah. “I didn’t know 
he knew anything about music. Isn’t he the man who 
writes about pictures, and hates railroads?” 

“Well, he appears to know something about music, 
too,” said Aunt Maria, “for in his Ethics of the Dust, 
hesays— Just hand me that thin, gray book, please, and 
I will read the passage. Here it is, in the chapter about 
the Crystal Orders, where he falls into a talk with 
‘ Katie,’ who was so disappointed the day it rained, and 
the girls could not go out to the playground to make 
crystals of themselves! Hesays: ‘There is no music 
in a rest, Katie, that I know of; but there’s the making 
of music in it. And people are always missing that part 
of the dife-melody ; and scrambling on without counting, 
—not that it is easy to count, but nothing on which so 
much depends, ever is easy.’ ‘All one’s life is music, 
if one touches the notes rightly, and in time.’ ” 

“ What does that mean?” Fanny asked. 

“ T suppose it means that if we each play our own part 
in life rightly, keep our own time, so to speak, there will 
be no discord. I have heard it said that every time any- 
thing goes wrong, the whole universe is jarred.” 

“The universe must get jarred pretty often,” said 
Fanny. 

“But how are we to know when we’re not keeping 
time, as you call it?’ Sarah asked. 

“ You jarred things a little this morning; didn’t you?” 
said Aunt Maria. 

“This morning?” said Sarah, with a puzzled look. 
“ Why, what did I do?” 

“What happened when your mamma sent you for 
cream? You were so long coming, and then—” 

“Oh yes, yes!” cried Sarah. “I know all about it. I 
went for cream, and met Dora Hastings, and stopped to 
talk about our averages, and Mary came to the gate to 
see if I was coming, and let the beefsteak burn, and had 
to broil another, and kept papa waiting for breakfast, 
and he was late down town.” 

“Yes,” added Fanny; “and mamma was worried 
because papa was kept waiting, and she forgot to look at 
the flowers Henny put beside her plate, and Henny cried.” 

“So you see you stirred things up generally,” said 
Aunt Maria. “ Very small omissions or commissions 
produce discords in life’s music. It makes a great dif- 
ference, sometimes, when young folks won’t get up early 
in the morning” (Fanny blushed, and looked conscious), 
“are not prompt at meals, forget to feed the. birds or to 
water the flowers, linger when sent on errands, won’t 
stop talking in Sunday-school when the superintendent’s 
bell rings,”— 

Here Sarah blushed very hard, and cried out, “O 
Aunt Maria, you surely can’t see our class from your 
seat!” 

“ Why, I did not say you talked.” 

“Oh! but I’m afraid you meant me, for sometimes I do 
whisper; but then, so do some of the other girls.” 

“So do the boys,” said Fanny. ‘They talk and 
wriggle, and shuffle their feet dreadfully. Why, last 
Sunday, a boy in Miss Lizzy’s class wouldn’t stop fus- 
sing. He kept on long after the bell rang. Everybody 
was looking at him, and Miss Lizzy’s face was as red as 
fire, she was so worried. Mr. Gosman said that one boy 
kept the whole school waiting more than five minutes.” 

“There, you see what mischief a very insignificant 
person can do when he is out of time,”’ said Aunt Maria. 

“Ob! come, Fan,” said Sarah, “ we must practice, for 





we've got to know that duet by the time Uncle Charley 
comes home from Boston.” 


HELPS TO WORKING. 


a 


HELPS FOR THE NEXT SIX MONTHS’ 
STUDY. 


With the beginning of the year 1885, the International 
Lessons turn from the Old Testament to the New; from 
the record and teaching of the ancient Jewish Church to 
the record and teaching of the early Christian Church; 
from the books of Kings, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes to 
the books of the Acts and the Epistles. 

As an aid to those who desire to know the best popular 
and scholarly helps to the study of these lessons, a few 
of the more notable helps in this line are mentioned 
herewith. 

Among the more recent commentaries on Acts, the 
special volume of Lange (New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. Price, $5.00) contains a great mass of not too 
well digested critical and homiletical matter; the notes 
on Acts in The Speaker's Commentary (New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $5.00) are chiefly criti- 
cal, and have an Anglican coloring; and the reader 
needs to be on his watch against minor inaccuracies. 
Schaff’s Popular Commentary (Vol. 2. New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $6.00) is not so distinc- 
tively critical as the Speaker’s; and, while it contains 
less homiletical matter than Lange, it is more compact, 
and better fitted for popular study. The notes on Acts 
are by Dean Howson and Canon Spence. For the close 
student, Meyer’s Commentary is the best; though the 
beginner with Meyer should be warned that the theology 
of the great German commentator is not always in con- 
formity with orthodox standards. One of the most 
valuable features of this commentary is the compend 
which it furnishes, on almost all important points, of 
the opinions of the most noted commentators from 
Luther, Calvin, and Arminius, down to Godet and the 
modern Germans. An English translation of Meyer, 
published by T. & T. Clark of Edinbargh, in two 
volumes, is sold in this country by Scribner and Wel- 
ford, New York, at $3.00 a volume. Funk and Wagnalls 
publish an American edition, with notes by the Rev. Dr, 
W. Ormiston, at the price of $3.00 for the Acts. 

Of a class intermediate between Meyer and the other 
commentaries mentioned above is the well-known Com- 
mentary on Acts by the late Dr. H. B. Hackett. This, 
though of earlier date than the works just mentioned, is 
not yet superseded ; and, indeed, it is hard to find its 
superior among works originally written in English. A 
new and enlarged edition, edited by Dr. Alvah Hovey, 
in consultation with the late Dr. Ezra Abbot, has been 
published by the American Baptist Publication Society at 
the price of $2.00. This commentary can be used by all 
grades of Bible students to advantage. 

Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown present on tlre Acts, as 
on other books of the Bible, the gist of the older 
English-speaking commentators. This commentary can 
be had in several editions. One of the most recent is in 
four octavo volumes at the price of $8.00. It is pub- 
lished by Jerome B. Names & Co. 

Of smaller commentaries on the Acts, that of Josepa 
Addison Alexander (New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. Price, $4.00) is a work of decided merit, in its 
brevity and balance. The second volume of Bishop Elli- 
cott’s New Testament Commentary (New York: E. P. 
Dutton & Co. Price, $6.00) includes the books of the 
New Testament from Acts to Galatians, and is the work 
of a master of exegesis. A compend of the work on 
Acts in this volume, prepared by Dean Plumptre, forms 
the Commentary on Acts (New York: Cassell & Co. 
Price, $1.25) in Ellicott’s Handy Commentary. This is 
a well-condensed work, as is also the volume on Acts 
(Acts, Pt. L., Chap. L-XIV. New York: Macmillan 
& Co. Price, 70 cents) in the Cambridge Bible for 
Schools; though the latter abounds in talmudic and 
rabbinic parallels not always pertinent. 

American readers will probably prefer to either of the 
two last-named books the volume on Acts (New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, $1.25) in the Inter- 
national Revision Commentary. This is based on the 
New Revision, and so saves much unnecessary reading 
and explanation. 

As the six months’ lessons include the shipwreck of 
Paul, mention must be made of the classic on the sub- 
ject, Smith's Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul (London: 
Longmans & Co. Price, 10s. 6d) and of Falconer’s Voy- 
age of St. Paul (London: J.R. Smith), The former work 
was the first book to cast certain light ou many perplex- 











ing questions in connection with Paul’s voyage toward 
Rome, and Falconer’s book is important only in connec- 
tion and contrast with Smith’s. 

Of helps which cover all the lessons of the six months 
except those taken from Peter, Lewin’s Life and Epis- 
tles of St. Paul (New York: Scribner and Welford. 
Price, $18.00) is specially valuable with reference to the 
chronology of St. Paul’s life, and incidentally of the 
Acts and Epistles. Conybeare and Howsd6n’s Life and 
Letters of St. Paul is the standard English work on its 
subject, embodying as it does the best short presentation 
of the historical, geographical, and ethnographicl 
knowledge necessary to the understanding of the Acts 
and Epistles. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, pub- 
lish a two-volume edition at $5.00, and the same in one 
volume at $3.00. An abridged edition by Dean Howson, 
which is the better of the two abridgments in the mar- 
ket, is published by Thomas Y. Crowell, New York, at 
$1.50. Dean Howson’s recent volume on The Evidential 
Value of the Acts (New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 
Price, $1.00) is a trustworthy guide to the less evident 
relations between the Acts and the Gospels and Epistles ; 
while the minute evidential correspondences between 
the Acts and the Epistles of Paul are carefully consid- 
ered in Paley’s Hore Pauling, of which Dean Howson 
has prepared a smal! popular edition (New York: James 
Pott. Price, 90 cents), 

The range of the Epistles covered by the half-year’s 
lessons is large, and as separate Epistles are touched 
only fragmentarily, it would be better for the average 
teacher to buy a general commentary on the Epistles, 
rather than to buy special commentaries which would 
be useful for only one or two lessons. The commenta- 
ries of Lange, the Speaker, Schaff, and Jamieson, Faus- 
set and Brown, already mentioned and characterized, 
are among the better larger commentaries. Especially 
to be commended are the second and third volumes of 
Ellicott’s New Testament Commentary (New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Co. Price, $6.00 a volume). Methodist 
teachers will prefer the Rev. Dr. D. D. Whedon’s Com- 
mentary on the New Testament (New York: Methodist 
Book Concern. Price, $1.50 a volume) of which the last 
three volumes cover the six months’ lessons. Smaller 
and more popular still are Ellicott’s Handy Commen- 
tary (New York: Cassell & Co. Price, about $1.25 a 
volume) and the Cambridge Bible for schools (New York: 
Macmillan & Co. Price, about $1.00 a volume). The 
second volume of Butler’s Bible Commentary (New York: 
Funk and Wagnalls. Price, $5.00) covers the entire 
field of the six months’ lessons, in eclectic notes from 
many mentators. 

Of special commentaries on the Hebrews, that of 
Moses Stuart (Andover: W. F. Draper. Price, $1.75), 
of Calvin (Owen’s translation. Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark), and of Tholuck, will repay study. The Rev. Dr. 
Lowrie’s Explanation of Hebrews (New York: Robert 
Carter and Brothers. Price, $3.00) is the most recent, and 
is specially rich in the results of modern German exe 
gesis. For the second epistle of Peter, there is little to 
choose, Lillie’s Lectures on the First and Second 
Epistles of Peter (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
Price, $3.50) are good. Dr. Edwin Abbott’s papers in 
The Expositor of two years ago, present a thorough 
analysis of the style of the Second Epistle, together with 
the author’s new discoveries in that field; but the whole 
is distorted by the negative views of the author. 

Homiletical articles for the lessons of 1885 are sup- 
plied in Sermons of the Monday Club (Boston : Congre- 
gational Society. Price, $1.50) and Half-Hours with 
the Lessons (Philadelphia : Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
lication. Price, 85 cents). Peloubet’s Select Notes ( Bos- 
ton: W. A. Wilde & Co. Price, $1.25); Vincent’s Non- 
sectarian Lesson Commentary (Boston: Ira Bradley & 
Co. Price, $1.25) and Vincent’s Lesson Commentary 
(New York: Phillips and Hunt. Price, $1.25) provide 
critical, exegetical, and illustrative notes for the year’s 
lessons. As usual, the Sunday-school Union publishes 
a Lesson Hand-book for scholars, by the Rev. Dr. 
Edwin W. Rice; the Methodist Book Concern has ques- 
tion-books of three grades, edited by the Rev. Dr. 
John H. Vincent: The Berean Beginners, with questions 
by Mrs. L. C. Roath; The Berean, with questions by the 
Rev. S. W. Clark; and the senior Lesson Book, with 
questions by the Rev. C. R. Barnes. The Peloubet 
Series (Boston: W. A. Wilde & Co.) has also three 
grades, Part I. (for older scholars), Part IT. (for children 
and youth), Part III. (for the primary class), The 
Presbyterian Board publishes the Westminster Question- 
Book for all grades. Suitable question-books for scholars 
are also published by the Baptist Publication Society. 
All the question-books above named are 18mo in size, 
and cost fifteen cents each. 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1884. | 








1. October 5,—Sol ding David......... vl Kings 1 : 22-35 
2. October 12.—David's Charge to Solomon 1 Chron, 22: 619 
%. October 19.—So0lomon'’s Chole... ......cccccccceene secs eemnenes 1 Kings 3: 5-15 


4. October 26.—The Temple Bullt........0....c00:0 cceeeeeeerereeeeell King 6s 1-14 
5. November 2.—The Temple Dedicated..................00...4 Kings 8: 22-36 
6. November 9.—The Wisdom of Solomon.. wl Kings 10: 1-13 
7. November 16.—Solomon’s Sin..... ... . ool Kings tt: 413 
& November 23.— Proverbs Of SOlOMON..............cccesscscseeensnere Prov. 1: 1-16 







9. November 3#.—True Wisdom... ............ : -.- Prov. 8: 1-17 
10, December 7.— Drunkenness.. ove ... Prov, 23 1 285 
11. December 14.— Vanity of Worldly Pleasure . 7 .«.Kocles, 2: 1-13 


12. December 21.—The Creator Remembered. Eccles. 12:1- 14 
13. December 28.— Review, 





LESSON XII., SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1884. 
THE CREATOR REMEMBERED. 
LESSON TEXT. 
(Eccles, 12: 1-14.) 

1. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them ; 

2. While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be 
not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain : 

3. In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, 
and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders 
cease because they are few, and those that look out of the win- 
dows be darkened, 

4. And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound 
of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the 
bird, and all the daughters of music shall be brought low ; 

5. Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and 
fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, 
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail : 
because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go 
about the streets : 

6, Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bow! be 
broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern. 

7. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 

8. Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher; all is vanity. 

9. And moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still 
taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and 
sought out, and set in order many proverbs, 

10, The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words; and 
that which was written was upright, even words of truth. 

11. The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened 
by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 

12, And further, by these, my son, be admonished : of making 
many books there is no end; and much study is a weapiness of 
the flesh, 

13. Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man. 

14. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether i be good, or whether # be evil. 


TITLE: 





LESSON PLAN. 


Toric OF THE QUARTER: Wisdom Ruling. 
Lesson Topic: Wisdom Enjoining Godliness. 
1, Time for Seeking God, vs. 1-8. 
LEssON OUTLINE: { 2. Wisdom from Seeking God, vs. 9-12. 
3. Duty of Seeking God, vs. 13, 14. 


Go.pEN Text: Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth.—Eccles. 12: 1, 


DartyY Home READINGS: 


M.—Eccles. 1: 1-11. Wisdom enjoining godliness. 

T. —Eccles. 11: 1-10. Wisdom addressing the young man. 
W.—1 Jolin 2: 14-29., Wise words to the young. 

T. —1 Tim. 4: 6-16, Wise words toa yang preacher 

fF. —Eccles. 9: 1-12. Wise employment of the present. 
$,—Psa. 90: 1-17. Wise understanding of the future. 
$.—Matt. 25: 31-46. Wise preparation for the judgment. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, TIME FOR SEEKING GOD, 


1. In the Days of thy Youth: 

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 

Samuel ministered before the Lord, tt Sy achild(! Sam 2 13, 
1 thy servant fear the Lord trom my youth (1 ra eg 12) 
Those that seek me early shall find me (Prov. 8.1 

Good... that he bear the yoke in his youth (Lam 3 27) 
Suffer the litule children to come unto me (Luke 18 16) 
uN. Before Cid Age Comes: 
1, With Lessened Enjoyment. 

Evil days . . . when thou shalt say, T have no pleasure in them. 
Whereto . _ profit me, in whom old age was perished” (Job 30; 2) 
Neither do the aged understand judgment (Job - 9) 

Yet is their strength labour and sorrow (Psa. 90: 10) 


2. With W.akened Powers. 
When the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong. 
He weakened my strength in the way (Psa. 102 23) 
Every man with his staff in his hand for very age Ceech $8.4) 
8. With Dimmed Vision. 
And those that look out of the windows be darkened. 


Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim (Gen. 27 ; 1). 
Now the e es of vee were dim for age (Gen. 48 ; 10). 
Eli wae laid down... and bis eyes began to wax dim (1 Sam 2: 2). 





1. Before Death Approaches: 
1. Bringing Sorrow. 
And the mourners go about the streets. 

Egyptians mourned for him WV. and three days (Gen. 50: 3). 
Teach your daughters a . For death is come (Jer. 9: 20, 21). 
A promt hy and many weeping and ) wailing greatly (Mark 5 : 38). 

2. Bringing Dissolution. 
Dust return to the earth... the spirit... unto God. 
Dust thou art, and unto ee "" pon return (Gen. 3: 19). 
nswered . hich ani but dust (Gen. 1 


Abraham a: 
Man shall turn n 4A ‘dust 15) 
The spirit... . and the souls wh id Gob 945) made (Ise. 57 : 16). 


In su jection unto the Father of spirits (Heb. 12: 

1, Remember now thy Creator, while you have vou atid strength 
with which to serye him vigorously. 

2, Remember now thy Crestor, before you need to mingle with that 
sweet remembrance, bitter ‘memories of wasted hours, and im: 

a cont A 

8. ber now'thy Creator; before the evil on draw nigh, 

when your bodies wiil be so full of aches, an 4 rose mind so 
cares; that it will have become a most difficult task 
to find room for thoughts of God 

4. Remember now Ax 4 réator, while Fg ewes U~ eyesight to 
read a strong. voice to speak is praise, and 
nimble feet .d. ‘run on his errands. 

5. Remember no ‘Creator, for if you yor him in your youth, 
he will orepent always re focenmen R Comparatively 
few men or women'seek hey ait thirty years of rs 

6. Remember now thy Scaer in the rs of thy youth, for 
may never see old age. There are small headstones and c a. 
dren’s graves in every churchyard. 


1h) WISDOM’ FROM SEEKING GOD. 
|. The Werk of a Wise Man? 
Because the Preacher was wise, he still taught. 
Happy are thy men... that hear thy wisdom qa Ki 
Blessed is the man that heareth me, wa OaProv. 6: 34). 
ie lips of the righteous feed many (Prov, 1 20. 
Blessed are they that hear the word of God, cad keep it (Luke 11: 28). 


i. The Words of a Wise Man: 
The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words. 


He spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs (1 —, $2). 
The words of the Preacher, the son of David (Eccles. 1 : 

I say unto thee, We kk that we do know gay 3: i. 

The word of the truth of the gospel (Col. 1: 


lil. The Words of Wise Men: 
The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails. 


Is not my word like as a fire, saith the Lord (Jer. 23 : 29). 

The words... are spirit, and are life (John 6: >. 

When they ‘heard this, ey were pricked in their heart (Acts 2: 37). 
The word of God is living, and active, and sharper (Heb. 4: 12). 


1. Because the Preacher was wise, he knew that all is vanity under 
2 jhe mh by oH or! + h ht the people k ledge 
p er was W e ta’ e e know 
of divine things — —_ of a? uman interests. 
3. Because the Preather wise, ht out” the words he 
used. He did not insult his ple wi iy his wero superficial dis- 


4. Because the Preacher was wise, he “ a hur " pis words, He 

would not have thought that fifteen as it minutes were 

ay etn n his Sunday-school that a baif-hbour’s 

rambling, mnected talk on religious themes was true Sunday- 
school teaching. 

5. Because the Preacher was wise, he sought out his words, and he 
sought out acceptable words. He was also careful that they 
should olwere be words of truth. 

6. Because the Preacher was wise, and studied his sermons, and 
made God’s Word the basis of bis teaching, his words are true 
and upright, and lead us truthward. 


III, DUTY OF SEEKING GOD, 


1. In View of the Present: 
Hear the conclusion .., Fear God, and keep his command- 
ments. 
Require of thee, but to fear the Lord (Deut. 10 : 12). 
Behold. the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom (Job 28 : 28) 
The fear of the Lord is the nning of wisdom (Psa. 111 : 10). 
Love the brotherhood. Fear Onour the king (1 Pet. 2. 17). 
1. In View of the Future: 
For God shall bring every work into og oe 


The Lord .. . cometh to judge the earth (Psa. 96 : 
There is nothing o cove up, that shall not be Soieaied (Lake 12° 2), 
When God shal the secrets of men (Rom.2 16) 


He that judgeth a s the Lord (1 Cor. 4: 4). 
We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ (2 Cor 4+ 191. 
1, The fear of the Lord is the nnjng of wisdom—and the con 
clusion of the whole matter is, Fear 
2. bine Roy fear of God is not like to, but delivers one from. the 
ungodly ad of God 
8. The fear of God which leads not to the service of God and to the 
Seape OLN commandments is only an ungodly dread of 


4. The fear of God, with all that it implies of reverence and worship 
and devotion, and of Christian love, is the whole duty of man. 

5. The fear of God here leads to confidence in God hereafter. They 
who do not fear him now, must dread nim at the judgment. 

6. The godly fear of God now, or the ungodly dread of God when 
you stand before his throne—which do you choose? Decide. 
and with your decision the whole matter 1s concluded 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


EARLY CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 
1. Children Should Be ; 
Brought to God in be of God ( Sam 4 12: $ 1). 


Brought to the house of God (1 ; Luke 2: 27). 
Brought to God for instruction (Deut. 31 : 

Brought to Christ for his fo Tho (Matt, is: ais; Mark 10: 13). 
Trained up in the right»way (Prov. 22 


Exhorted to be sober-minded (Tit. 2: og 
Fed on the truth (John 21 : 15). 
Received in Christ’s name (Matt 18. 5). 


2. Children Should: 
Seek God early (Fro v. 8.17). 


Remember God in their ‘statin (Eccles. 12: 1), 
tes Sere carers Caeks () Se 2:18; 2 Chron. 34; 1-3), 


Fear God from their you 18 : 12). 
Rosoanins eir secotntabs balty “ _ 11: 9). 
n God's se: 
Brody u ae nthe te Ty 119: +4 2Tim $8: 15). 
3. Children Can; 


Share the promises of God (Acts 2 : 39). 
ey their parents’ hearts (Prov. 17 : 6; 23 : 24). 
in praising God (Psa. 8: 2; 148: 12, 13; vee 21: 15, 16) 
ee exaniple to their elders (Prov. 20: 11; 2 Tim. 2: 23). 
Illustrate the true Christian spirit (Matt. 18: 3, 4) 
Secure a true biessing (Prov. 3: 1-4; Eph. 6. 1, 3). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


One after another, the dissolving views of human pleasure, 
of human pride, of human sin, and of human impotence, have 
appeared and disappeared, upon the screen of Qoheleth’s 
meditation And now a single view remains—the vanity of 
man’s earthly end; this to be succeeded by a brief epilogue 
which sets forth the teaching to be derived from the book, It 
will be noticed that there is an abrupt transition at verse 9 
Some critics think that here another author spesks, or that the 





atithor of the whole book, who has hitherto spoken as for 
Qoheleth (the Preacher), now speaks in his own person. It 
should be noted that in verse 9, Qoheleth is practically 
identified as the author of the book of Proverbs. The next 
three verses are a commendation of the writings of Qoheleth, 
and a recommendation to seek wisdom there, rather than in 
the weary study of the many books of whose making there 
is no end. 

The two concluding verses point out in what sense the 
book is to be interpreted ; and set the seal of Divine approval 
to the truth that the best which the world can give is but 
vain, that all things are full of weariness to the heart which 
seeks refuge elsewhere than in God. Only in the fear of 
God and in the keeping of his commandments does man find 
his completeness; the problems of the present, the apparent 
injustices of that which now is, and that which is past, will 
only be cleared up when God brings every secret thing into 
judgment, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


In this chapter, which has been greatly admired, even 
from a purely literary point of view, are summed up in one 
impressive lesson the experiences, observations, and reflec- 
tions of the entire book. And it is a lesson which most fitly 
concludes the studies of the year, as indicating the result to 
which all the instructions of God’s word, as well as the admo- 
nitions of his providence, naturally tend. This is the only 
correct conclusion, which is at once right and wise and safe, 
to which all should be brought. In this state of mind they 
should end the year; in it they should enter upon the year 
which is about to begin, and maintain it steadfastly through- 
out the remainder of their lives. 

Verse 1.— Remember now: The word “now” is not in this 
place a particle of time, as it might appear to the English 
reader, meaning at the present moment. It represents the 
Hebrew conjunction and, which connects this with the imme- 
diately preceding verses (11:9, 10). The writer of this 
book has sometimes been charged with pessimism, in conse- 
quence of his ever-recurring refrain “ vanity of vanities: all 
is vanity.” It must be confessed, however, that it is a pes- 
simism without gloom or moroseness. He says (11: 10) of 
childhood and youth, what he had said of every thing under 
the sun, that they are vanity. These youthful years are. 
fleeting, and will soon be gone. They pass like a breath, 
away, and vanish out of sight. 
young sit down and grieve over this transitory and unsub-. 
stantial character of these early years of life. On the con-. 
trary, he bids the young be joyful and cheerful, and do that 
which will yield them most delight,—not inthe sense of wild 
and thoughtless frivolity, in which the thought of God andi 
of eternity will be unwelcome, but in the sense of that pure. 
and rational and elevated enjoyment which is consistent with 
bearing in mind the future judgment and the claims of reli- 
gion Piety and the highest enjoyment of life are not mutu- 
ally inconsistent even in the young. They accord perfectly 
together, and each lends a support and a charm to the other. 
They should never be represented or thought of as antago- 
nistic. There isa defect in each, unless they are possessed 
in combination. Youthful happiness does not rise to its 
highest measure, where communion with God and delight in 
him are unknown. And that piety, which is tinged with 
gloom, is not the highest style of piety. The counsel here 
given is “remove sorrow from thy heart, and remember thy 
Creator.” He says, “ remember,” because he is not speaking 
to those who have no knowledge of God, or of their duty to 
him ; and because the natura) heart is so prone to cherish 


thoughts of everything else to the exclusion of God. They . 


who would not dare to rebei directly and consciously against 
God and his word, are yet prone to be guilty of inconsidera- 
tron and neglect, which are equally ruinous. Some things 
are of such slight consequence that they are easily forgotten ; 
and ‘it is of no m ment whether they are remembered or not. 
But the one thing that it is of supreme importance to hold in 
steadfast memory i> that which is here enjoined: remember 
thy Creator, not merety the Creator of the heavens and the 
earth, or the Creator of Adam, but him who created thee 
individually, gave you your body with all its capabilities, and 
your soul with all its faculties and powers, and who claims 
the right of ownership over his own work. You belong to 
him with all you have and are, and you defraud him if you 
withhold what is his due. He made you for his own glory, 
and you are perverting the very end of your being, if you do 
not make it your constant care to honor and to serve him. 
—ZIn the days of thy youth: Life consists of days, and is only 
then employed to the best advantage, when the best use possi- 
ble is made of each passing day. The early period of life 
will soon be over, and, when past, can never be recalled. 
The young can be so but once, therefore they are exhorted 
to make the most of this fortunate season, and not to forego 
nor postpone the blessedness which comes from dutifully 
remembering their Creator. This should not be deferred 
until advancing age comes on, with its growing infirmities. — 
While the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them : The years of decrepitude, 


What then? Shall ‘the. 
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, : | 
when the senses are dulled and the active powers have failed, 
and there is little satis‘action in life. 
pnt off until old age, not only because you may never live to 


have this effect, Tonics shall be of no avail, the worn-out 


Religion should not be appetite cannot be restored.— Because man goeth to his long 


home: These growing infirmities indicate the approach of 


reach it, and because your Creator deserves a better offering death, and that man is going to the grave, where his body 
from you than the poor remnant of a wasted life which is ' shall abide until the resurrection, or to the world of spirits, 


given to him, because you can use it for nothing else (Mal. 


1:8); but because by so doing you throw away the golden 
opportunity now afforded you of enjoying the pure delight 
which springs from reconciliation with your Creator and 
communion with him, in this period of your life when you 
are in the full vigor of your powers, and can find in it the | 


highest zest and relish. 


Verse 2.—This is a beautiful picture of youth with its | 
bright and cloudless skies, its happy hours and glad anticipa- | 
tions, free from regrets or disappointments or evil fore- 
bodings or painful experiences, in its contrast with the clouds 
and tempests which afflict the wintry season of life.— The sun 
or the light suggest the brightness of the unclouded firmament 
by day, the moon and the stars undarkened the brilliant spec- 
tacle which it exhibits at night.—The clouds return after the 
rain; Storm succeeds storm in long and wearisome succession, 
as in the rainy seasonof the year. The trials of youth resem- 
ble the brief showers of summer, which soon clear up with a 
pure invigorating atmosphere, and the bow of promise span- 
ning the heavens. 


Verse 3.—The physical disabilities of advancing age are 
set forth in a series of striking figures. In the day when the 
keepers of the house shall tremble: The body, as the material 
residence of the soul, is here called a house (comp. Job 4: 
19; 2 Cor. 5:1). The “keepers of the house” are the mem- 
bers employed to guard or defend it, particularly the arms 
and hands, which lose their strength and firmness, and become 
tremulous.— And the strong men shall bow themselves: The 
n:ost powerful limbs; no doubt the legs are chiefly intended, 
by which the entire body is supported. These, instead of 
being erect and agile, bend and totter beneath the burden 
which they can now scarcely sustain.— And the grinders cease: 
Rest from work. In edth family the grain was daily ground 
by women with a hand-mill (Matt. 24: 41), and the stoppage 
of this indispensable operation was suggestive of utter deso- 
lation (Jer. 25:10). This is here a figure for the teeth, 
which are used in grinding or masticating food.— Because 
they are few: Referring to the loss of teeth, and the conse- 
quent inability to employ them longer.—And those that look 
out of the windows be darkened: The eyes are the windows of 
the soul, through which it obtains a vision of external 
objects; and with advancing age these grow dim. 


Verse 4.—And the doors shall be shut in the streets: This 
might naturally seem to refer to the closing of the avenues 
by which the soul has communication with the outer world; 
that is, the locking up of the senses, so that not only the 
sight fails, but the sense of hearing and touch and smell and 
taste is dulled or destroyed. This enfeebled sense is con- 
nected with, and partly a-consequence of, a weakened and 
sickly appetite,so that the body is no longer properly 
nourished, or, as it is figuratively expressed, when the sound o/ 
the grinding is low, when little food is taken, and ¢hat little is 
but partially masticated from the lack of teeth to perform 
this needful office. The form of expression seems to have 
been suggested by the Oriental association of the hushed 
sound of the millstones with closed and tenantless houses. 
‘There may, perhaps, be a special reference to the falling in 
of the mouth, “the dvors of the face” (Job 41: 14; Micah 
7: 5), when the teeth are gone.—And he shall rise up at the 
voice of the bird: This is, by some, understood of the sleep- 
lessness of old people, who wake with the singing of birds at 
the early dawn; by others, of their weak piping tones which 
“rise up into the voice of a bird;” but it more probably 
alludes to their timidity, and their being startled by the 
slightest sounds.— And all the daughters of music (or, of song) 
shall be brought low: This is, by some, understood of the voice 
of the aged themselves, which becomes feeble and faint; but 
“daughters of song” more probably mean singers who must 
lower their tones and give up their singing in the presence 
of those who can no longer appreciate melody (2 Sam. 19 
35), and to whom music may even have become a burden 
and an annoyance. 

Verse 5.—Also when they shall be afraid of that which is 
high: With their feeble strength and shortness of breath 
they cannot climb any lofty ascent and fear to undertake it; 
and, perhaps, more generally, they are afraid of difficulties 
and obstacles, making mountains of molehills, which latter 
thought is more distinctly expressed in the following clause, 
and fears shall be in the way.— And the almond tree shall flourish : 
The whitening hairs being compared to a tree covered with 
blossoms.— And the grasshopper shall be a burden: The merest 
trifles prove a vexation and annoyance, as though the weight 
of an insect would be more than they could carry. Others 
prefer to render, the grasshopper shall be a burden to itself, 
shall drag itself painfully and laboriously along. He who 
was once as nimble and active asa grasshopper, shall now 
move with difficulty.— And desire (or, appetite) shall fail: He 
has no longer any relish or desire for food. Others rende: 
the caper-berry shall fail, which yields the same sense; the 





caper, which was a provocative of appetite, shall no longer 


which shall be his everlasting home.—And the mourners go 
about the streets: With allusion to the Oriental practice of 
hiring mourners to make loud outcries and lamentations at 
funerals (Jer. 9: 17, 18; Matt. 9: 23; Luke 5: 38). 

Verse 6.—Death is here represented under two beautiful 
and striking emblems, the destruction of the lamp of life and 
of the machinery at the fountain of life. It connects as 
verse 2 and the last clause of verse 1 with the injunction 
with which verse 1 begins, Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the silver cord is not loosed, nor the 
golden bowl broken: “Or ever” in old English meant “ before.” 
“Bowl” is the same word that is used (Zech. 4: 2, 3) of 
the reservoir or cup from which the oil flowed to supply 
the several lamps on the golden candlestick a8 seen ‘by the 
prophet in vision. It is here used to denote the body of the 
lamp itself in which the oil was contained, and which was 
suspended by a silver cord in the apartment which it lighted. 
The loosing, removal, or snapping asunder (for the word has 
been understood in these various senses) of the cord, allow- 
ing the lamp to fall and be broken, extinguishes its light 
beyond any hope of rekindling it (comp. Job 18: 5,6). Itis 
here a figure of the extinction of the light of life. h 
is doubtful whether any particular organs of the body were 
intended to be described by these terms, though some inter- 
pret the golden bowl of the head as containing the brain 
and the silver cord attached to it as the spinal marrow.— 
Nor the pitcher be shattered at the fountain, nor the wheel broken 
at the cistern: The “pitcher,” or earthen jar, is that with 
which persons were accustomed to go to the fountain to bring 
water (Gen. 24: 15, 16); the “ wheel” was the apparatus for 
drawing it from a deep well or cistern. When these were 
broken, the water of life could no longer be procured. I) 
any physical analogy is intended, there may be a reference 
to the heart, which sends the vital fluid through the arteries 
to the extremities of the body, and, when this action is 
suspended, death instantly ensues. 


Verse 7.— Then shall the dust return lo the earth as it was: 
and the spirit shall return to God who gave it: There is a plain 
allusion here to the narrative of the original creation of man 
(Gen. 2:7), and the sentence pronounced upon him after 
the fall (Gen. 3:19). The two constituents of man’s nature 
are resolved at death. His material body returns to the 
elements out of Which it was formed, and mingles with its 
parent earth, until, as we learn from other Scriptures, the 
period of the resurrection (Dan. 12:2; 1 Cor. 15:52). The 
conscious, immogtal spirit inbreathed by God himself, returns 
toGod for judgment (11: 9; Heb. 9 : 27). 

Verse 8.— Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher ; all is vanity : 
All earthly things and human life itself are frail and perish- 
able, empty and unsubstantial. They are passing inevitably 
away; they crumble in our hands, as we use them. In the 
midst of this transitory world the one advice of the wise 
Preacher is, be happy and be good; re,oice in thy youth, and 
remember thy Creator. 

Verse 9.—The remaining verses are a kind of epilogue or 
conclusion to the entire book, which contain first a reference 
to the kindred book of Proverbs (vs. 9-11); and secondly, a 
summation of the argument pursued in Ecclesiastes (vs. 12-14). 
The preacher, that is, Solomon, not only imparted the les- 
sons here contained, but gave the people additional instruc 
tion, namely, that which is found in the Proverbs which he 
composed or arranged. 

Verse 10.—This he sought to embody in a pleasing form. 
and as to substance, it was upright and true. 

Verse 11.— The words of the wise (Prov. 1: 6; 22: 17) are 
the wise sayings, whether originally composed by Solomon 
dr adopted from other sages, which are to be found: in the 
book of Proverbs.— Are as goads; Such as were used in driv- 
ing oxen, intended to stimulate, quicken, and lead to prog- 
ress.— And as nails fustened by the masters of assemblies: As 
nails are firmly driven into wood, so these terse, sententious 
maxims become fixed in the mind as abiding principles o! 
action. The “ masters of assemblies ” might mean those who 
preside over congregations or gathered assemblies of people 
and labor, as the Preacher did, to instruct them by rivetin; 
in their minds, lessons of truth and duty. 
word “assemblies” 


As, however, the 
more naturally suggests collections o 
things than of persons, it is probable that the phrase signifies 
“ belonging to or included in collections,” and is descriptive 
of the words of the wise or of proverbs. Collected or pai 
together, as they are in ihe book of Proverbs, they are a 
nails fastened or well driven in. Each is like a fresh nail 
supporting and strengthening the rest; and all combined 
together hold too firmly ever to be extracted.— Which ar: 
given from ong shepherd: All these words of wisdom, collected 
in the book of Proverbs, whatever may have been thei: 
human origin, have nevertheless proceded from one divine 
source,—from the great Shepherd, who guards, guides, and 
feeds his people (Psa. 23: 1; 80: 1). 

Verse 12.—And further, by these: By what has already been 





said in. the course.of this book, or; as it may be read, “ further 
than this,” as something to be added to what has been before 
observed, and the last remark which he has to make.— My 
son: The language of a teacher to a pupil, in whom he feels 
an affectionate interest (comp, Prov. 1:8; 2: 1, etc.).—Be 
admonished: Receive the instruction and counsel, which it 
had been the writer’s object to give im all that preceded.—‘ f 
making many books there is no end ; and much study is a weari- 
ness of the flesh: Which may either mean that it is unneces- 
sary to prolong this discussion, as might easily be done to 
many volumes, and to a length that would be wearisome to 
the reader or student; or else that an endless quantity of 
books have been written by others, which it would be fatigu- 
ing and unprofitable to peruse. For the essential matter, as 
he is about to state, lies in a nutshell. The great question of 
duty and happiness can be satisfactorily solved without toil- 
ing through all the ponderous tomes that have been written 
on this prolific theme. 

Verse 13.—Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter : 
Or, as it may be read with a slight variation from the margi- 
nal rendering, “ The end of the matter, when all hath been 
heard,’ is as follows, Fear God and keep his commandments : 
for this is the whole of man: His entire welfare, his duty and 
his happiness, all that is of real concern to him, is summed 
up in this. Or the last clause may be translated “ for Yhis all 
men” should do, this is their imperative obligation, this is 
the dictate of the highest wisdom. If they would meet the 
demands of their position, act in accordance with their true 
nature and relations, and consult for their own best interests, 
this is what they should do. 

Verse 14.—And this is enforced by a consideration of ever- 
lasting moment to every one, the certainty of the coming 
judgment of God, the minuteness and the comprehensiveness 
of the scrutiny by this infallible tribunal, where nothing can 
be overlooked, and from which nothing can be concealed, 
and hy which the rewards and penalties of the future state 
shall be apportioned in strict accordance with the require- 
ments of infinite justice, who can abide this awful test unless 
he is arrayed in the perfect righteousness of a divine Re- 
deemer? 





AN OLD SERMON FOR YOUNG HEARERS, 
BY CHARLES 8, ROBINSON, D.D. 


The word “ Ecclesiastes” meansa preacher. This book is 
an old sermon addressed to youthful hearers, for it was 
written athousand years before Jesus was born at Bethlehem, 
and it has been in the Bible already nearly two thousand 
years more since he was crucified. The opening verse in it 
is the Golden Text. 


I. What is it that Solomon counsels young people to 
remember? He says, “thy Creator;” but what about God 
does he desire his hearers to keep in mind? This is our 
first question now 

1. His existence, as he proves it. And he proves it most 
clearly by creating us; he is our Creator: he made us, every 
one of us, and he now owns us for his possession. Some- 
times, from the way in which children behave, we should be 
led to think few of them ever recollected that there was such 
a being as God, or that they had now anything to do with 
the Person who brought into existence themselves, their 
parents, their friends; who made the world they live in, 
and who inhabits the eternity into which they expect at last 
to go. They rise in the morning without any thought cf 
him; they lie down at night without any prayer to him. 
But we are assured that all must believe there is a God, or 
it is useless to try to remember anything about him (Heb. 
11: 6). 

2. We are to remember Ciod’s character, as he exhibits it, 
The heathen think God is cruel; so they insist he must be 
propitiated and pleased by bloody sacrifices. The ancient 
people of Israel were declared to forget God, when they set 
up a great awful image of Moloch in the valley of Hinnom, 
hollow, horrid, metallic; a man fashioned something like a 
furnace, in order that fierce fires might be kindled inside, 
and thus make him red-hot. Then they laid their own 
infants in the brazen arms of the monster, and looked on 
while the drums beat to hide the outcries of the children 
roasting to death. They said they did this to show their 
love for God; but instead of remembering, they forgot him. 
They needed to consider his whole character: that he was 
gentle and good and kind, and loved children, and would save 
them from wrath, and took no pleasure in burning them 
with fiery torture. 

3. We must remember God’s providence, as he exercises 
it. Not a moment passes without our having his care. 
there was one very pleasant story told among the ancients 
about a person called Erichthonius: they said he was very 
comely in his body, from the waist upwards, but he had his 
thighs and legs like the tail of an eel, small and deformed; 
for a long time he did not understand that he was different 
from the rest of mankind, but as he became conscious of his 
hateful weakness, he grew so melancholy that God pitied 
him; and then he showed him, ina dream or a vision or some- 
thing, what gave him a fresh and splendid idea; that is to 
say, this poor shapeless creature was the inventor of the 
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chariot or carriage, whereby his own want could be supplied; 
sv God benefited him, and so he became a benefactor himself 
tomen. Once when this story was related toa child, she 
suddenly said: “1 suppose it is not true exactly; but if it 
had been, it would have been very kind, and just like God to 
do it, too.” 

4. Again: we must remember God’s word, as he has 
revealed it. The Bible is a message sent directly from our 
Maker; so he ex pects us all, young and old, to read it, and find 
out what it means. The Scriptures do principally teach what 
we are to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires 
of man, 

5. Then we must remember God’s church, as he has organ- 
izel it He gave his only-begotten Son that he might be 
made head over all things to the Church, which is his body, 
“the fulness of him that filleth all in all’ It is proper for 
young people to attend religious services regularly ; to come 
to the conlerences of prayer; to respect all the institutions 
of the Church. to establish it in their estimates high above 
all other associations or societies, literary or social. And, 
when the becoming occasion is offered, they ought to connect 
themselves with one or another of these organizations as the 
household of God. The hymn-we often sing at communion, 
‘Jesus, and shall it ever be,” was composed by a lad ten 
years of age. It was a child’s hymn for children, about 
Leing “ashamed of Jesus” in making public profession. 

Il. When, specially, are we to remember our Creator? 
That is our next question: and the answer is quite easy, all 
in jus®one word —now: “ now in the days of thy youth.” 

1. In the beginning, remember that the young can be 
Christians. Why not? All they have to do is to come and 
ask Christ to take them, and make them his children. 
Once there was a military man, who was very anxious 
about his soul; talking with an earnest friend, he suddenly 
broke out with the exclamation: “ It is useless for you to go 
on saying to me that | must come to Jesus; | have no under- 
standing of what you mean; Jesus is not anywhere near me, 
and | cannot go to him.” “ Well, if he were here, in the 
room,” said his companion, “what would you do?” And 
the officer replied: “I would go straight up to him, and 
fall at his teet: 1 am not too proud for that; | would ery 
out, ‘ Be merciful to me, asinner!’” As he said this sentence, 
it appeared that a light broke in upon him ; why should he 
uot say it just the same, even if he did not see the Lord in 
person? he’ was close at hand, and in the room; why not 
lull on his knees now, and speak forth the same prayer for 
merey? Tle did so, and then he was saved. 

2. Remember, therefore, that it is easier for young peo- 
ple to be Christians than it is for others. The spirit of 
religion is precisely that of a little ehild, to start with; and 
a religious career is exquisitely in accordance with a youth- 
ful disposition (Matt. 18: 3.) Young people are sanguine, 
tull of lice, eager for information, ardent in temperament, and 
enthusiastic in atlection; and precisely this is what made 
John “the beloved disciple.” Young people have hope as 
their muinspring in action; they are ambitious, emulous of 
praise honestly earned; there is nothing in this world 
more wonderful than the far-oll look you sometimes sée in 
the eyes of a thoughtful child. 

'. Remember, once again, that the young have often become 
Christians. In the Scriptures, we have the account of 
Jeremiah, of Paul’s sister’s son, of ‘Timothy, of John Mark,— 
all of these seem to have been considered worthy of mention 
their exact age is not stated, but they were evidently in early 
life when they began to be prayerful and useful. In the 
primitive Church, the names come to us of Polycarp, who 
must have loved Christ when he was four years old; and 
Justin Martyr has often been quoted as saying that there 
were many boys and girls “who had been considered disci- 
pies of the Lord in their childhood, and continued uncor- 
rupted all their lives.’’ Later in history, we know Jonathan 
Kdwards was converted belore he was seven, and Matthew 
ilenry before he was eleven years old, Isaac Watts before he 
reached nine. 

4. Then, finally, remember that the young ought always 
to be Christians, Mauy are the children of faithful training 
and of many prayers. Giod is true to his covenant, and “the 
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Remember (v. 1). Some things we remember beforehand 
better than afterwards, We remember to ask for what we 
want, easier than we remember to give thanks for what we 
have had. Our memories are quicker to recall the ways in 
which we would like to have God's help, while we are offer- 
ing our morning prayer, than they are to recall the answers 
to prayer which we have received during the day, when we 
are praying to God in the evening. But again there are 
some things which we are very liable to forget beforehand, 
although we shall be sure to remember them when we look 
back on them. We forget in advance the consequences of 
unkindness, of selfishness, of indulgence of appetite, of a life 





of sin, of a neglect of duty; but we are sure to remember 
these consequences when they are upon us. This lesson 
starts out with a call to remember beforehand that which we 
are most likely to forget in advance. The remembrance is 
sure to come sooner or later; but it makes all the difference 
in the world when it comes. 


In the days of thy youth. The Bible way of looking at reli- 
gion is verv different from the world’s way. The Bible 
makes religion chiefly the child’s possession. The world 
makes religion a good thing, a necessary thing, in fact, for 
old age ; but not the thing for children. The world says: 
Have a guod time while you are young; and then when you are 
old, you can seek religion, so as to be ready to die. The 
Bible says: Seek religion while you are young; then you can 
have a good time when you grow old; meanwhile you are 
ready to live or to die, The world says (and sometimes it 
seems as if the church says) to the littfe folks: Wait until 
you grow up; then you can understand what religion is, and 
you can have it for yourself. The Bible says to the old folks: 
You ought to have got religion while you were little. Only 
a child, or one like a child, can really understand what reli- 
gion is. Your only hope now is, to go back to your child- 
days as well as you can, and get religion like a child! The 
Bible way is God’s way. The world’s way is the Devil’s 
way. You can choose between them, and—take the conse- 
quences, 


While the evil days come not. Danger, sickness, trial, sor- 
row, death, is sure to come to every one. No matter how 
bright the day may seem, or how slowly its hours may move, 
the night cometh—sooner or later. To be ready for the night 
is an important part of the duty of the day. No man, in 
fact, can use the day wisely who leaves out of mind all 
thought of the night. No man is, indeed, prepared to live, 
who is not prepared to die. No man has set out fairly on his 
life-course, until he has looked ahead far enough to be ready 
for every probable emergency. The business man who acts as 
if “hard times” could never come again, is not doing busi- 
ness safely even in good times. But he who lives and acts in 
view of all the certainties before him, to the end of this life 
—and beyond, can be wise and faithful in his daily duty, and 
be calmly confident with reference to the future. Day or 
night, life or death, he—and he alone—is ready for. 


Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it (v.7). Here comes in that 
word “Remember” again. Here is an opportunity to 
remember forward, or to remember backward; to remember 
what we were, or to remember what we may be. And just 
now, as, indeed, just a great many times before, the scientific 
world and the scientific church are divided between the two 
kinds of remembering. remembering what kind of dust man 
was originally made of, and remembering what sort of 
destiny man can have eternally. It is an interesting discus- 
sion; and it is somewhat an exciting one. But there is a 
difference between its two aspects. If we have to choose 
between the two kinds of remembering, for 2 regular busi- 
ness, it would seem to be a good deal more important, as a 
practical matter, to remember what we can be, than to 
remember what we used to be—before we were. But the 
two directions are before us all, and the choice of preference 
is left to us. 


Because the Preacher was wise, he stul taught the people knowl- 
edge (v. 9). A wise man is not always a good man. A man 
may be wise enough to know what is right, while he is not 
good enough to do it. Solomon’s advice was a great deal 
better than his example. The same thing has been true of 
some men since Solomon’s day. Because he was wise, Solo- 
mon told the people what they ought to do. Because he was 
not as good as he ought to have been, Solomon didn’t walk 
in the way he pointed out as the right one. There is no 
reason why we should follow Solomon’s bad example because 
he was a wise man. Nor is there any reason why we should 
refuse to follow Solomon’s good advice, because his example 
was a bad one. Our Lord gave his counsel as to teachers of 
the Solomon sort, who preach better than they practise: “All 
things therefore whatsoever they bid you, these do and 
observe: but do not ye after their works; for they say and do 
not.” That is a safe rule for us, in looking at the wise words 
and at the foolish doings of any teacher—in the Bible or 
out of it. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter (v.13). That 
is the really important part of any discussion,—its conclu- 
sion. There is no need of our going all over every step of 
a prolonged argument, in order to arrive at a conclusion 
which was long ago shown to be an inevitable conclusion. 
lf this were a necessity, we should have no special gain from 
the world’s experience thus far. It would take us a long 
time to go all through Sir Isaac Newton’s arguments in proof 
of the attraction of gravitation ; but it is a very short process 
to the conclusion of the whole matter, that if we let go of a 
glass vase which is in our hands, it will drop solidly toward 
the centre of the earth. The argument was very important 
in its day; the conclusion has its practical advantages for all 
time. So as to the true way of right and safety. If Solomon 
with all his wisdom hadn’t made such a fool of himself in 
practice, there might have been some doubt in the minds of 





some of us, whether, after all, wealth, or honors, or pleasure, 
might not be a source of substantial comfort in this world. 
But as it is, Solomon went through the arguments, and his 
extended experience ought to be satisfactory to those who 
follow him, and are informed of its results. “Let us hear 
the conclusion of the whole matter.” That's it! and what is 
that conclusion? The only safe and really comiortable way 
to live is, to live as in God’s sight, in the discharge of per- 
sonal duty, and in readiness for the final judgment. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. A. F, SCHAUFFLER. 


The language of this lesson is poetic in the extreme. The 
figures of speech used have been dealt with elsewhere in this 
paper. Condensed to the last degree, the advice given by 
the great Preacher is as follows ; “ Remember God while you 
are young, before feebleness, old age, and death overtake 
you, and obey his commandments, because, after death, God 
will judge you according to your life here.” 

In handling this lesson, teachers of older classes may well 
make it a starting point for a Bible reading on the words 
“ Forget” and “Remember.” For a brief outline, the fol- 
lowing may be a help. Remembering begets humility and 
abases pride (Deut. 5:15; 16:3; 9:7). Remembering 
gives comfort and courage (Deut. 9:18; Neh.4: 14). All 
are in danger of forgetting (Psa. 78:11; 106: 13; Hos. 2: 
13; Deut. 4:9; Psa. 103: 2; Matt. 16:9) See how God 
remembers and forgets. He remembers our frailty (Psa. 
103: 14). He forgets our sins (Heb. 8:12; Isa. 43: 25) 
He has a book of remembrance for his children (Mal. 3: 16! 
All the above passages being true, they enforce the duty lair! 
down in the first verse of our lesson. (The above can be 
boundlessly extended by any one who chooses to use a con- 
cordance, looking up the passages under “ Remember” and 
“Forget” and their derivatives. ) 

For the average class, however, after explaining the figures 
of the text, the teacher had, perhaps, better deal with this 
lesson under the following questions : 

Question 1. Why should we remember our Creator at all *— 
(a) Because he will be our judge. M we bear in mind con- 
stantly the fact that we shall certainly have to account to 
him for every idle word, every sinful thought, every wicked 
deed, and also for every right word and deed that ought to 
have been spoken or done, which we sinfully omitted, it will 
put us on our guard against much that would otherwise be 
neglected. Ifa man were by our side every moment, writing 
down our every word and deed, would it not make us care- 
ful? This is just what God does, As soon as we remember 
him in this way, we shall be aroused from our carelessness. 
It will awaken our consciences, and our guilt will begin to 
weigh heavily upon us. Then we shall be ready to take 
another step and remember God. (5) Because he is ready to 
be our Redeemer. Kemembering him as Judge, makes us 
feel that we need to be saved from our sins, and that will 
help us to remember that he has said, “ Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.” 

Question 2. Why should we remember God especially in 
the days of our youth ?—(a) Because you are not sure that you 
will live to be old. There are small coffins as well as large, 
and little graves as well as big ones. Children need a Saviour 
as well as grown people, and they must appear before the 
judgment-seat, though they died young. (6) Because it is 
easier to do so now than it ever will be in the future. Evil 
habits have not yet acquired the power which they will gain 
as the years go by. To bend a twig is easy; to bend an oak 
impossible. Young hearts are tender at the start; but they 
grow hard as we grow old. 


“Our hearts grow harder every day, 
And more depraved the mind ; 
The longer we neglect to pray, 
The less we feel inclined.” 


‘c) Because in youth our attention is not taken up with bodily 
pains and infirmities. In old age the thoughts are much 
oceupied with these things, and the same is true in times of 
sickness. The sick-bed is a very poor place in which to hope 
that we shall beginto remember God. Many hope for death- 
bed repentance ; but there are very few genuine conversions 
on death-beds. (d) Because only in this way can we live 
fruitful lives. If an old man is converted, his days of useful- 
ness are few. He may have done much evil in his life; but 
he has only a few days in which to do good. The soul may 
be saved, but the life has been wasted, and can never be 
redeemed. .For all these reasons we should not fail to 
remember our Creator in the days of our youth, 

Question 3, What will the remembrance of our Creator 
lead us to?—(a) It will lead us to repentance. “I remem- 
bered God, and was troubled,” says the Psalmist. One rea- 
son why men continue in sin is because they forget God. 
Probably no man ever thought seriously about meeting God, 
without feeling his conscience condemn him, and having hiy 
fears aroused. Forgetfulness lulls to sleep. Memory arouses 
to action. Let any member of this class stop every day for 
ten minutes and “ remember his Creator,” as the one who is 
to be his Judge and before the week is out, he will be thor- 
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oughly alarmed about his soul. (6) It will lead us to prayer. 
As soon as the publican felt his sins, he cried, “God be mer- 
ciful to me a sinner.” As soon as Paul saw his evil heart, he 
No man ever prayed who did not feel his need. 
(Note, there isa great difference between saying a prayer 
and praying. Anybody can say a prayer, but only a con- 
sciously needy man can pray.) The more we think of God, 
the more we shall realize our utter helplessness. Men who 
seldom or never think of God, have great confidence in their 
own power to help themselves. They need nothing, oh no! 
They are all right, and, if perhaps not quite all right, they can 
soon remedy that by turning over a new leaf after New 
Year's Day. But when a man realizes “God,” he finds that 
New Year’s Day reformations are good for nothing so far as 
past sins are concerned, and equally powerless so far as 
relates to the future. This leads him to cry out as Peter did 
when he was on the very verge of drowning, “ Lord, save me, 
I perish!” (c) It will arouse heartfelt gratitude. To think 
of a gift makes us glad, but to think of the giver makes us 
grateful. Thousands think of their good health, their suc- 
cess in business, their wealth, their talents, and are glad. 
Such people are too much like the sinful Israelites, who “sat 
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play,” utterly for- 
getful of God. But he who traces his blessings to God, will 
feel gratitude in his heart, as well as joy. He will say with 
the Psalmist: “ It is a good thing to give thanks unto the 
Lord, and to sing praises unto his name.” (<) It will lead 
us to try to serve him. The more God’s people remember 
him, the more their gratitude is aroused, and gratitude urges 
always to service. Gratitude is a great worker. It never 
thinks it has done enough. Selfishness gives scant measure 
at the best; but gratitude fills the measure, and presses it 
down until it runs over. 

Question 4. Can any scholar now give one good reason 
why we should put off remembering our Creator in the days 
of our youth? 


beg:n to pray. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


What are some of the things Solomon warned the young 
not to do? In this chapter he tells the young three things 
to do, the time to do them, and the reasons why. Whom are 
you to remember? To create is to make, a creator is a 
maker, your Creator is the one who made your wonderful 
body and soul. He made your bands to serve you with their 
quick touch, with power to feel, to hold, to move as you wish; 
your feet to stand and walk, your eyes to see, your voice to 
speak and sing, your lungs for breathing, your heart to keep 
up the pulses of life by its constant beating. Does your 
Creator ever forget you * 

Fear God, and Keep His Commandments.—If you remember 
your Creator, and think of him as a Father in heaven, will 
you not be afraid to displease him? If you love him as a 
child loves his kind earthly father, could you forget his 
kindness, or ever slight his love? What did Solomon say is 
the beginning of wisdom? Jesus said, ‘If ye love me, keep 
my commandments.” If you love your father or mother, do 
you not love to please them by doing all they ask you to do? 
An earthly parent might be mistaken, but the God of all 
wisdom is always right and just. He is so great and good 
and wise, he has done so much for us, that we can only say, 
as David did, “ Bless the Lord, O my soul.” What did the 
psalmist say we should “forget not”? Our Creator has 
given life, love, salvation, through his only Son, all that we 
can give in return for all his benefits, is a heart to fear him, 
and a life to obey him. When shall we begin to remember, 
fear, obey? Solomon says now. We are only sure of this 
very hour; can any one tell what is going to be to-morrow, 
next week, next year? Is it wise to put off until to-morrow, 
what should be done to-day ? 


In the Days of thy Youth.—Solomon says we should seek 
God before the evil days come, when the body is sick, or worn 
and tired, and cannot enjoy anything, when the mind cannot 
even think or remember. Youth is like a clear, sunshiny 
morning, when everything looks bright; but when sickness 
or old age comes, it is as if dark clouds hid the sight of sun, 
moon, and stars, and, instead of “clear shining after rain,” 
the clouds only roll and gather again and again Is not 
youth the time to remember the One who gives all the 
brightness? Solomon gives a picture of the body as if it 
were a house which grows old, and goes to ruin. Do you 
know that your body:is really the house your soul lives in? 
Your little hands are the keepers of the house, and your eyes 
are the windows where your soul looks out. David thought 


so, too. De 7ou remember that he prayed, “ Keep the door 
of m7 hips”? 


to the One who had kept the life on to old age, to offer him a 
weak, worn-out life? The mind grows feeble with the failing 
body ; “ afraid of that which is high ;” even a little thing as 
light as a grasshopper seems a heavy burden. At last the 
silver cord, the thread of life, is snapped, the pulses stop, the 
heart is still, the breath has ceased. The life-blood which 
went from the heart through all the body, and to the heart 
again, has ceased to flow, as if “the pitcher had broken at 
the fountain, or the wheel which turned, had broken at the 
cistern.” What becomes of the worn-out body? It is laid 
in the grave to rest. Solomon says, “Man goeth to his long 
home, and the mourners go about the streets.” What becomes 
of the soul? “It shall return unto God who gave it.” 
» What a glad going to the Father’s house for those who early 
remembered him. A time will come when every work shall 
be judged, not one word or act overlooked ; even every idle 
word will be remembered, for the Creator of each soul wil 
be the Judge; every good work will be rewarded, every 
wrong act punished." How many reasons can you give why 
you should remember, fear, and obey now? 

Tell the class that next week’s review lesson will be The 
Story of the Wise King. Ask if each one will bring, on a 
slip of paper, some one thing they remember about him, or 
one of his sayings. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR 
WHILE YOU CAN 
READ HIS HEAR HIS DO HIS 
WORD VOICE WORK 
FOR SOON OLD AGE BRINGS 


DIMNESS. | DEAFNESS. | DEATH. 








THE BEGINNING 





THE CONCLUSION 
OF OF THE 
WISDOM IS TO WHOLE MATTER IS: 


FEAR GOD 
AND 
KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. 














HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“Come to the Saviour, make no delay.” 
“ By cool Siloam’s shady rill.” 

“] think when I read that sweet story.” 
‘Tell me the old, old story.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


On what basis does Solomon rest all success in living? 
(Title.) How early must we find this basis if we would 
build successfully? (Golden Text.) 

Is it, or is it not, possible to neglect the claims of our 
Creator in youth and enjoy a happy old age? (Eccl. 12: 1.) 
How much is here implied in the word “remember”? What 
is meant by “evildays”? To what does the preacher com- 
pare the exuberance of youth? (v. 2.) Why are the sorrows 
of youth compared to a shower of rain, rather than to a cloudy 
season? By what means does the spirit of man come to know 
and enjoy the material things of the outward world? Where 
is the seat of authority over all the sensesof man? Why isit 
impossible to find our enjoyment in the things of the outward 
world when old age overtakes us? (v. 3.) Does the figure 
“keepers of the house”’ stand for those mental powers which 
control and steady all the operations of sense, or for the hands 
and arms as the natural guards and protectors of the body? 
Interpret the remaining figures of this verse. Through 
what channels, or doors, do a man’s thoughts pass out to the 
world, and through what ones do the thoughts of others pass 
intohim? Give, if possible, another translation of verse four. 
Does it probably refer to the sleeplessness of old age, or tothe 
sharp, unmusical tones of the voice, or to both these? Com- 
plete the description, interpreting each figure of speech. 
When all the organs and faculties fail in their operation, 
what becomes of the mortal being? (v.7.) What must be 





written over every human life considered apart from its 
relation to the immortal? (v. 8.) What are the essential 
qualities of a teacher? (v. 9.) When a man is sufficiently 


The Evil Days.—Solomon drew a picture of old age coming | wise and studious and orderly in thought to possess himself of 
to the body, days when the keepers of the house shall trem- truth, why does he often fail in communicating it? (v. 10.) 
ble, the hands shake, and the limbs totter, as the old man’s | Should he choose his language in view of pleasing his hearers, | Of making many chapters there’s no end, 


steps are unsteady while he leans on his staff. The teeth are 


or only in view of making the truth apparent? (1 Cor. 2: 


come to from the consideration of the fact that mere mortal 
life and all pertaining thereto is vanity? (vs. 13, 14.) 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


“ REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR.”—Closely similar in 
thought is one passage in the ancient Egyptian Song of 
the Harper. “Mind thee of the day when thou too shalt 
start for the land to which one goeth to return not thence. 
Good for thee, then, will have been an honest life ; therefore 
be just and hate transgressions, for he who loveth justice 
will be blessed... . Then let thy bounty give abundantly, as 
is fit; and Isis sha}l bless the good.” 


CLoups AFTER THE Ratn.—This figure is eloquently 
explained in a sermon by the late Rev. Dr. Charles 
Wadsworth: “The figure is taken from the meteorology of the 
seasons in the land of Judea. There the weather in spring 
is in general bright and fair, seldom foul or cloudy. The day 
is genial with sunshine, the night lustrous with moon and 
stars. But the winter is a season of wild inclemency. 
Thick clouds obscure the heavens, the rain pours heavily 
upon the cheerless and seething landscape, and though now 
and then there may be a momentary lull of the storm, a par- 
tial lifting of the shadows, a struggling sunburst, a fitful 
flash of stars, yet the promise disappoints us: the clouds 
return again, the storm rages. And such are the contrasts 
between youth and old age; the one is the springtime, when 
the husbandman can work; the other, the winter, when he 
must repose.” 

Tue SymBouisM oF Deatu.—The difficult symbolism of 
the lesson may be illustrated by a few similar, though less 
complicated, instances from other Jewish writings. When 
the famous rabbi, called Judah the Prince, died, Bar Qafri 
said of him: “ The mighty ones [the angels} and the pillars 
{men] laid hold upon ‘the ark of holiness [Judah the 
Prince] ; but the angels overcame the pillars, and the holy 
ark wastaken.” Here men are compared to pillars and Rabbi 
Judah to the ark of the covenant, reminding us of the Chris- 
tian words, “ Ye are the temple of God.” “TI will make him 
a pillar in the temple of my God.” More obscure is a Tal- 
mudic proverb concerning death: “The bone falls from the 
teeth; and the water returns to the vessel.” Dr. Wadsworth 
interprets the symbolism of the lesson as that of an Oriental 
fortress: “The figure is military ; the language is descriptive 
of a beleagued fortress whose bravest defenders have been 
slain or are sadly weakened by watching and hunger ; whose 
keepers tremble ; whose menials, grinding corn for food, cease 
in despair; whose walls are in ruins; whose doors and win- 
dows are kept darkly closed, and the voice of music hushed 
through fearful despondency ; whose trembling watchmen 
are startled as at a foeman’s tread, by the very voice of the 
wild bird that builds its nest in the crumbling battlements ; 
and which only awaits the final assault to be carried by storm 
and given up to destruction.” 


THe WHEEL BROKEN AT THE CisTERN.—The use of 
the sakeeyeh or water-wheel turned by the foot can be traced 
back in Egypt to the time of Philo; but no instance of its 
use has yet been met with on the monuments. The sakeeyeh 
is operated on the principle of our ordinary water-wheel, 
inverted. Here the water is on the lower level; and instead 
of the falling water impelling the wheel and driving 
machinery, the foot turns the wheel, which lifts the water to 
the higher level and discharges it there. It is doubtful, 
however, whether the Preacher’s reference is to this sakeeyeh. 
If not, the reference must be to the ordinary rope and wheel 
contrivance for lifting water, which is found almost every- 
where. 


THE Mourners Go asout THE StREETS.—From time 
immemorial the funerals of the East have been made the 
occasion for the public manifestation of private grief Burials 
take place outside of the city, and when the bier is lifted it 
is followed to the tomb by the relatives of the dead, and by 
the hired mourners, the latter vying with the female relatives 
in uttering that weird and mournful cry which is always 
heard at Eastern funerals The mourners whom the preacher 
had in mind were not like the staid and decorous mourners 
of the West; they followed the body through the streets. 
shrieking, and tearing their hair, and sometimes even cut- 





gone ; “the grinders cease, because they are few,” the eyes | 1-5.) When truth is faithfully presented, is it, or is it not, | 


are dim, and the sight failing, “‘ those that look out of the win- always effective? (v. 11.) 


Explain the comparison 


dows be darkened.” Would feeble old age be a good time to | is the “one Shepherd”? Should we, or should we not, give 
begin to remember? Would it be a kind, loving remembrance | ourselves to much study? (v.12.) What decision should we 


| 
| 


ting their arms with knives Amidst al] these noisy demon- 
strations, those of the hired mourners were, of course, the 
noisiest. 


THE Conclusion oF THE WHOLE Matter.—The last 
sentences of the book of Ecclesiastes are ably rendered in the 
English version of the late Professor Tayler Lewis: 
Words of the wise! like piercing goads are they ; 
Like driven nails, their gathered sentences, 

All from one Shepherd given. 
Be warned, my son, ’tis only left to say 


And thinking long is wearying to the flesh. 
The great conclusion hear, 
Who | Fear God, and his commandments keep, for this is all of man. 
For every work, yea, every secret deed, 
Both good aad evil, God will surely into judgment bring. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
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iokes tid Alien. Murfay. ae 38. New York: White, 
Cua * dow now talked o of th this and and then of that By G. Hamien. 16mo, pp. 
re gsr, ana Soke aggre peng 9 


reaed ‘étid ita ManidhA. “Hy the Rev. Dennis Osborne. i2mo, with por- 
pp. vil, 223. Philadelphia; io aot a 


A Beas of Taste: a novel. By George H. Square 16mo, tlus- 
trated, pp. 220. New York: White, Fi Esy- and Allene Price, $1.00. 


The of Frederick Locker) Authorized editi ‘t2mo, with 
pp. vil, 262. New said White, Stokes, and Allen. Price, 


™Uipsteaed, ~ wl te iz. New ~ wee: Ae: Wuniee! bioicen: Ms dak atten. eno. 


The Kindergarten Children. By Caroline Hansell. lone ato, a4 
. nO paging. New York: White, Stokes, and Alien 


wl. 
mae > Disk and Recitations, for school exbint 
: acd y Lous bo low i6mo; pp: 88 Boston: Lee 


and Rnymes for Little Ones. WS es Ly Mery J. Morrtsea. 


"Bio. a; nae New York and 


The Eclectic Complete ae Keep ng. A, | Ira Ma: pew, LL.D, 12mo, 
— inae and New an A Dp. Bragg, & Co. 

The scented Anthem: the Beatitudes in ha pas echoes. By Wil- 
Cc. i 4to, Mlustras im itiated cover, pp. 

hepard. Price, $ 


From Orgerites a Mountains. By ntl Heher. With illustra- 
tions from igns by Thomas Guilfo . and Edmu i) Garret. 
Small 4to, no paging. Boston: Lee and Shepard. Price, $1.75. 


Our Folks’ Joseptius: ‘The —— of the Jews, and The Jew- 
ish Wars of Flavius Josephus. Simplified by Wiliam Reepbere. 
pp. 478. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


An Muri ajieas a chronological series of oné hundred and twelve 
y Robert H. Labberton. Seventh and enlarged edition. 
Small se’ ppeil how York: Townsend Mac Coun. Price, $1.50. 


The Biakes and the Blooms; or, What can be done + & —— hearts 
and pie FO bands. By Ernest Gilmo 16mo, p Rantiegions, 
a ladelphia: Presbyterian ard of ‘publication ice, 





NEW HOLIDAY PUBLICATIONS.* 


So long as there are children in the world, fairyland 
will never wholly pass away. Childhood itself being»a 
kind of fairyland, the child naturally seeks for the 
reflection of that realm in fairy tales, just as the adult 
seeks the mirroring of his world i in the book of sober fact 
or of realistic fiction. 

The present season already affords two collections of 
fairy,stories for children: Last Fairy Tales, by Edouard 
Laboulaye, and The Old-fashioned Fairy Book, by Mrs. 
Burton. Harrison: Edouard Laboulaye, the eminent 
French statesman, is best known to adults in America as 
the author of Paris in America and the History of the 
United States; though the children know Laboulaye 
best by his Fairy Book, which, however, is only one of 
Laboulaye’s two volumes of fairy stories. Last Fairy 
Tales is an English translation of the second of these 
two volumes. The basis of the collection is furnished 
by the old folk stories which seem to be almost coeval 
with the race. In M. Laboulaye’s rendering, these lose 
in quaintness and simplicity, and gain in brilliance and 
wit; that is, they approach the standard of the adult, 
and recede a little from that of the child, Of course, 
most of the stories have the inevitable marriage as a 
termination. This is also true of Mrs. Harrison’s Old- 
Fashioned Fairy Book, which, however, in most other 
respects, is more decidedly a child’s book than Labou- 
laye’s. In shape this volume is a small, square, and 
thick 16mo, and its binding, a tasteful arrangement in 
black and red, is both unique and appropriate. The 
stories are brief and simple; and are characterized by 
that mingling of the beautiful and the horrible.for which 
the old fairy tales were distinguished. Indeed, the book 
would have been improved, if the author had given less 
space to the horrible than she has done. Poetic justice 
may demand that the eyes of a living prince should be 
eaten out by mice; but achild’s nature is neither refined 
nor Christianized by being led intosympathy with poetic 
justice of that kind. 

Mr. Hezekiah Butterworth’s new volume in the Zigzag 
series is even brighter thaa.its predecessors. This year 
the Zigzag Journey is through Acadia and New France, 
—in other words, through the early French settlements 
on this continent. The book is admirably designed to 





Lest Fairy. Ts Tales.’ By Radoard Deeiere. Authorised translation 
bd Boot 2m0o, ir rated, pp. xv ew 
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The Old-Fashioned Fairy Book, B Lan og lilus- 
trated.by M Miss Rosina Bmmet. | = a aise 6, square, pp. einer New 
York: Charies Scribner's Sona. 

Zigzag Fagg mo in Acadia a 1 New | . 
worth, 4to, illustrated, pp, Wide ee 
boards, 91.38; ; cloth, $2. 23. 

Three Vassar Girls in South Anitrica. “By Eivzie w. Champney. Ato, 
per pp. 239 Boston: Estes and Latriat. Price, boards, $1.50 


y Hesekiah Bu Byer 


Six Girls: a home story for eirie ‘By Fannie Belle irviag. 4to, Dlus- 
trated, pp. 318. Boston: Estesand Lauriat. Price, $1.50. 


Our Young Folks’ Jose hus. By be ag ay —— 8v0, ul ated, 
pp. 478. ‘Philadelphia 7B Lt Lippincou eS 


Chatterbox =o 184. 7 Gees. rene 403... Boston: Estes and 
coe tego 
Ye a Bg ty deeds pent ~* Roses 


Tee Ganden of the Hearth Boson: ieasuab beset. 


give young readers some idea of the romantic history of 
the French Canadian settlements. Mr. Butterworth 
handles lis theme so as to contribute to the healing of 
intefnational wounds, rather than to their re-opening, 
and French, British, and American patriotism find free 
record in this volume in the songs of the three nations. 

Mr. Butterworth’s heroes found interest and instruc- 
tion in the north; Lizzie W. Champney’s Three Vassar 
Girls went on the same quest to the far south. Three 
Vassar Girls in South America isa triple story. Run- 
ning through its whole course, there are the “ useful 
information” story which one always expects in books 
of fictitious travel ; a love story (finished ; one marriage); 
and a detective story (unfinished; the criminal still at 
large). These three are blended very ingeniously ; and 
in such a way as to catch and keep the interest. The 
illustrations are good. Six Girls, by Fannie Belle Irv- 
ing, is a reissue, with new illustrations, of a favorite 
girls’ story. ‘The theme is home-life; the narrative 
moves pleasantly ; and the tone of the book is healthy. 
It is adapted for the reading of older girls only. 

Girls and boys of all ages may be interested in Mr. 
Shepard’s Young Folks’ Josephus. This is an edition 
of the old Jewish historian, with all objectionable mat- 
ter left out, and the remainder brought down to the 
level of youthful understanding. Where Josephus dif- 
fers from the Bible, he is allowed to tell his story; an 
occasional note by the editor rectifies the misstatements 
of the historian. There are a few good illustrations; 
not so many as those would wish who remember what 
delight they found in a fully illustrated Whiston in 
their days of childhood. 

Chatterbox for 1884 is much like the Chatterbox of 
preceding years. More, perhaps, than any other English 
magazine, this one maintains a changeless identity. 
Open any volume, and you find the familiar type; the 
illustrations, effective but not too fine ; the stories of boy- 
life; the pictures of birds and beasts; the characteristic 
verses. This magazine is a favorite on both sides of the 
Atlantic; and its contents are broad enough to touch 
the interest of young people of all ages. 

Worthy of high praise from an esthetic pvint of view 
is the series of painted-flower books published by White, 
Stokes, and Allen, under the name of the Flower-Song 
Series. The series consists, so far, of four volumes, 
named respectively from their contents, A Bunch of 
Roses, Roses and Forget-me-nots, Pansies and Orchids, 
From Moor and Glen. Each of these books is quarto 
in size, and has an illuminated and fringed cover. The 
contents are reproductions of water-color paintings of 
wild flowers and cultivated flowers, with appropriate 
selections from the poets. The workmanship is excel- 
lent, and in every way worthy of the happy design. The 
Garden of the Heart is a set of heart-shaped leaves, in 
an illuminated and fringed cover of the same shape, 
with appropriate religious selections from Scripture 
and from devotional prose and poetry, somewhat on the 
the same plan as the leaf-clusters of Scripture texts. 
The set is mounted on a gilt rod with terminal balls, 
to which is attached a green silk cord for suspending the 
cluster on the wail. The whole is a quaint conceit well 
carried out. 





Those who are interested in the history of recent 
native (non-Christian) religious thought in India, will 
find much that is not popularly accessible on this topic, 
in Professor F. Max Miiller’s Biographical Essays. It 
should be noted, however, that Professor Muller’s letters 
to the Hindoo reformers, of whose work he tells, are 
Unitarian rather than orthodox in theology. It is due, 
perhaps, to the professor’s nativity, rather than to his 
present nationality, that he makes an unfair attack (in 
the biography of Mohl) upon the Oriental work of Sir 
Austen Layard and Sir Henry Rawlinson,—an attack 
which has already resulted in an indignant protest from 
both ‘discoverers, who show that Miller’s German pro- 
clivities have led him into serious errors in his sketch of 
the progress of Assyriological scholarship. (12mo, pp. 
284. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons Price, $2.00.) 








Now that the season is near when the majority of 
Christians celebrate our Lord's first coming, there is a 
timeliness in the publication of Our Blessed Hope, which 
treats of Christ’s second coming. The volume is a col- 
lection of tracts on the second advent, by such writers 
as Bishop Ryle, Dr. Alexander McCaul, and the Rev. 
George Gilfillan. The view maintained in the book is 
that of the pre-millennial advent of Christ. ‘The whole 
is edited by the Rev. Dr. Joseph A. Seiss, who also 
writes the introductory chapter. The various articles 


are well written; and the collection forms a suggestive | 








(12mo, pp. xvi, 213. 
Price, $1.00 net.) 


hopes of the Christian Church. 
Philadelphia: H. B. Garner. 


A pleasant, chatty book, not without a high religious 
purpose, is contained within the covers of The Sere and 
Yellow Leaf, by Frances M. Wilbraham, to which the 
Rt. Rev. W. Walsham How, bishop suffragan for East 
London, contributes a preface. The author is a devout 
English Episcopalian ; and her own religious preferences 
show themselves throughout the book. The theme is 
the lessons of life, as learned by one entering into old 
age; but the style is as far removed from the dry didac- 


tic as possible. (12mo, pp. 170. New York: Macmillan 
& Co. Price, $1.00.) 


There is plenty ‘of trivial verse, and an occasional 
gleam of real poetry, in London Rhymes, by Frederick 
Locker. 
come to be known as society verse; and the poetry only 
appears when the author is surprised out of his elaborate 
trifling by a real heart experience. The American edi- 
tion is daintily made, with binding in pale cloth and 
gilt. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 98. New York: White, 
Stokes, and Allen. Price, $1.00.) 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


——g—_. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, held a Sunday- 
school convention at Kingston, November 19 and 20, 
with good attendance and satisfactory results. The 
Hon. H, B, Payne spoke regarding the relation of the 
Sunday-school to the state; the Rev. W. J. Day ad- 
dressed the children’s meeting, and also conducted a 
blackboard exercise, while other, speakers conducted 
question-box discussions, and considered various phases 
of the work. The Association is getting the county well 
organized, and is therefore reaching good results. 


—Hereafter, yearly sessions will be held of the Jackson 
County (Or.) Sunday-school Association, which met for 
the first time, toward the close of October of this year, 
at Ashland, The statement of a correspondent, thatthe 
convention was a success, seems well borne out by the 
care manifested in preparing the programme, which 
included among its exercises a study of Sunday-school 
statistics, of Sunday-school organization, and of Sunday- 
school progress, together with discussions regarding the 
teacher’s preparation, and methods of reaching young 
men who are at present outside of the Sunday-school, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—Announcement is made that the twenty-five thou- 
sand ehildren in the Methodist Sunday-schools of Balti- 
more will meet for a special centennial celebration on 
the afternoon of December 14, at three o’clock. Twenty- 
one churches of the denomination will be open for this 
service, and a programme has been prepared for their 
general use. The committee, moreover, recommends 
that Methodist Sunday-schools throughout the United 
States and Canada hold similar services at a convenient 
hour of the same day, several schools, where it is prac- 
ticable, uniting in union services. 


— Some queer cases of ignorance, and many sad 
instances of degradation, are encountered by the mis- 
sionaries of the American Sunday-school Union, in their 
labors among the more destitute communities of the 
West, Of the former class was the experience of a mis- 
sionary in the Red River region of Texas, who found a 
man of apparent intelligence who believed and who 
taught his children that Davy Crockett discovered 
America, though not Crockett but Daniel Boone was the 
first man who “came to Ameriky to stay thar.” If not 
so startling, it was more satisfactory to the missionary, 
to learn that the Sunday-schools he had founded in 
Fannin County were prospering finely. - 

— Protestant Sunday-school work is being pushed at 
many points in Spain despite the opposition of the 
Romish Church. Through the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association comes the report that Mr. Cassell’s mission 
at Oporto is sustaining two schools, one of which num- 
bers 170 pupils; that Mr. Hoyle at Leon finds it hard to 
hold the children against the efforts of the priests to 
draw them away, but that his work prospers despite its 
difficulties; that notwithstanding continual persecution 
from employers and friends, seventy-three have within 
two years been baptized into the church at Pontevedra; 
and that at Salamanca, Batanzas, and several other 
points, the Sunday-school missions are gaining in num- 


and instructive series upon one of the most inspiring | bers and support. 


The verse is of that superficial kind which has ~ 
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_ BUSINESS DEPA RTM ENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers 1s 52,500 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time, The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent, on two insertions, to 50 per cent, on an 
advertisement running a year. 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, valuable in 
indigestion. Dr. Daniel T. Nelson, Chicago, 
says: “I find it a pleasant and valuable 
remedy in indigestion, particularly in over- 
worked men” 


Diamond Dyes will color anything any 
color, and never fail The easiest and best 
way to economize 10c at all druggists 
Wells, Richardson, & Co., Burlington, Vt 
Sample card, 32 colors, and book of direc- 
tions for 2 cent stamp 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


868 m & Hamlin bid fair to become as 
famous for their U right heey as they have long- 
been for their world-renowned Cabinet Organs. Hav 
ing experimented several Ban at great expense, an? 
with the assistance of probably as able a corps of 
experts ascan be found in any factory in the world, 
be have succeeded in re piano which bas 
the warmest encom m the best judges 
The distinguishing feature about it is an important 
improvement in tite method of “ stringing” the piano, 
= ortainates | n their own factory. The strings 
e secured by metalic fastenings, instead of by the 
friction of pins set in wood, as has nm the case, and 
the advantages resulting ae numerous and highly 
important; among them are the following: Wonder- 
ful beauty and musical quality of tone, far leas liability 
of getting out of tune, greater reliability in trying 
cfimates, er © greeter bo eee A of construction an 
durabili Hamlin have made 15),(00 
organs. Mey o- a aedae expect to make as many 
pianos, but they will donbtless be called upon to make 
a } very large number.— Boston Travelier. 
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YLAIRSVILLE (Pa.) LADIES’ SEMI- 
NARY. Rev. T. RE ING, Exiectons. 


| Lerd Mayor ef Londen. Holt 


CHRISTMAS CARDS BY MAIL. 
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No. 2.— 


MY CARD PACK AGES for this ae are ready. 
is larger, the quality of the Cards fi oo, ee any Bich year. 
Every one will be delighted to Ln 4 
best makers in the world for actually 4 than the cost of the cheap 
chromo cards. 


No. 1.—Fer 30 cts. and 4 ets, for 
Prang’s, Hildersheimer & Faul 


mas and New Year Cards, together with a bandsome double Fringed 


e assortment 
Hren Cost Carps of the 


=e sold over One Millien Cards, and in 1883 


tage. 17 Marcuse Ward's. 
ner,and other finest Ch rist? 


For 50 cts. and 4 cts. fon goawege, 10 large and fine Cards 
from the above publishers, with one 


Frosted Card. 


No. 3.—Fer $1 and 6 cts. for pomnae, a choice selection of 25 
Beautiful Cards of Marcus Ward 
yp Fan, with cord and tassel, relished 


o. 4.—Fer $1 and 8 cts. for postage a selection of 10 of our 
mT, and finest Cards, afullch 
handsomely mounted, wit 


rere, etc,, and a beautiful 
y L. Prang & Co. 


ther wit 


romo picture by Prang, 
ease! back 


Publishers’ price, 75 cts 


No. 5-—For $1 and 16 cts. for postage, 1@ couble fringed Cards 
{not folding), each in a separate envelope, and an Antique Christmas 


Praweie, Hacker add cthac beastliol catan nod one email Sete 
ng’s. ack . and other beau one sma! tin 
—_ NE Card, with gilt edges 
No. 7.—For se ets. and 4 cts, for postage, § fine Chromo-litho, printed on Satin in colors, or § Japanese 


hand-painted cards. 
STAMPS OR PosTaL Notes RECEIVED. 


Fringed Cards, Hand-painted Cards, and other Novelties at 10, 1 


7 25, 50 and 75 ot. — $1 each, Leg Christmas, Birthday or Anniversary, which will be selected with care Br 


erent tastes speci 
TO TE ACHERSONT Y- 
$1 and 8 cents postage. Bet 


to the publishers of the Youth's Com: 
and registeri 
of these wd ne will sell readily for five or ten cen 
kage will be sent in lebour 
sry CARTER. 


ng, of the above packets at ee uae a eee ese tndaosae sent —. anes = ‘  sinailest 
each, a handsome profit can be 


lope wrapper 
HOLESALE STATION NER, N No. 3 Beacon St., 


30: Marcus Ward's, Prang’s, and ether beautiful Cards, no two alike, for 
ter assortment, §2 and 10 cents pos’ 
and 20 cents for pe postage and sp eben we Tenge by pang as 


e. A very choice selection, no two alike, bs) 
© Hon. E. 8. Torey, Moe Boston, and 
Dealers, or any one orderit 

in any 


%, for sa, poy a 
osten, Mass. 


LOWEST PRICES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


PAPER BY THE POUND.—Complete Sample Sheets of Paper and Envelopes, with 
sheets to a pound,sent to be address on receipt of fifteen cents to pay 


rice and number of 
Fosliey = special prices will be made 


mothers as who will take orders for these papers in oe Gonaeees with my Car 





NEW BOOKS 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 








LASSICA L L INSTITUTE, 
7 South Rirtweneh Street 
Re-opened Sept. 15th. J. W. FAIRES, D.D,, Principal. 


Ae on STUDYING MUSIC WILL GET 
4 mation free in the new Illustrated 
Calendar. adres E. Touresrr, Boston. 








Lerd of the Marches. Pongal es 

Beryl avid Peart,  Giverne.......... ccc 

Ota Umbretias. ay bedbodkcchosecheciaenemiies Uae 
Grandmother's Pictures. Marshall............ 0 
sil Clade €B. Marstial) 2.2... ccccn.cccceeeeseeseeneers 1.30 
Heathercli77. Pa vetnaasinnn 60 
The Children’s Summer. ial 5.2. 1.25 
Bible Promises. Newton. 16mo..................... L2%5 


Shad. c 


and Incidents in the L 





JERSEY ACADEMY, 
BRIDGETON, N. J. Principal C. Allen, B.A 

STUDY. Book-keeping, Business 
HOME, Foes reer Sorte 2: 
stam ps for Catalogu end L. BryantSec’ ¥. Buffalo, N.Y. Y. 


RUCBY ACADEMY, 


ia. Students” = 
Lats aspest St. + for bigs Manding in nis pr 








West Chestnut Street Institute, sie 


Rept tae esand Little Girls. Twelfth year 
Se Eat 43s oy = Sag West Philadelphia. 
cum Jars address the Prin., Murs. J. A. ARDUS. 


Boarding School for Girls, Beth- 
Bishopthorpe ;* ae! Penna. Prepares for Welles- 


lieges. Students received at 
ellesley on our cartiienee Reopens Sept. 17. For 
catalogues please apply to Miss F. 


. WALSH. Prin. 


BRYN MAWR COLLEGE 


BRYN MAWR, PA. 

Situated in fine ound, ten miles from Philadelphia, 
on the Penna, R. A College for women. Opens 
Autumn of 188. Offers courses in Greek, Latin, 
ish, French, Old Frénch, Italian, 
neluding Gothic and Old German; 
heoniatry Biology, and Bota cour. Tnstruc- 
aa {1 Psychology, Logic, hics, Scientific Drawing, 
uivgie ne. Studies arranged on the group system, hy 
students may elect majer studies in fixed 
pein = Bh ng devoting to each five hours per week 
— hout nl veers added minor courses ensure 
heral. traf _ mathematics and 








screniael roup leads the Baccalaureate 
degree. A i at the head Sof every department, 
Courses r graduate students. Fellowships 


given phe year Sorin? one English, Mathematics. His- 
tory, Biology. One Eu - scholarship annually to 
Bryn Mawr graduates. ial course introductory 
to study of medicine. Well, equipped laboratories. 
Gymnasium with Dr. Sargent’s apparatus, and under 
Directress trained by bim. For circular. address 
HOADS, President, 
1316 Filbert St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


STAMMERING CURED 


RESULTS PERMANENT. 


Mr. George W. are of the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger, has seen cases before and after treat- 
ment. I also > reter to Fone pa publisher of The Sunda 
School Times by permission. E. S. JOHNSTO 
Institute, 1033 Spring "Garden St., Philadelphia. 


SCHOOL AGENCY (iter: 3x4 = 


i 
J. W. SCHERMERHORN & CO.,7 East Men st N.Y. 


EVERYBODY'S PAPER. 


An illustrated gospel paper, established 














’ fifteen years ago, by D. L. Moody, and used in 


thousands of hémes and Sunday-schools in 
the United States with great acceptance. 
Sample. copy free. Address 


D. R. NIVER, 
___. ALBANY, &. ¥. 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


18 THE 
CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ror 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 
and all Sanday-school Supplies. 


g@@ Specimens of papers and catalogues sent free on 
pplication 


N22 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
10 Bible House, New York, 





an Old Arm Chair. By the Author of “ CBris- 
tie’s Old Orgam.” 1610.20... 22... oe ceceeeeseeeser eens 





Henry's Commentary. 3 VOIS..........:.000e00 
The Red Waliflower, Warvel.........-...cce 
The Shoes of Peace. . ~ ; 
Handful of Honey. Spurgeon.............-.0..--- 1,00 
Faith Thurston’ as Work. oo... ccc cee 


ROBERT CARTER & BROS., 


530 Broadway, - New York. 


*,* Any of the above, exce aid Henry's Commentary, 
sent by mail, postage prepaid on receipt of the price. 


JENKINS’ 
VEST-POCKET LEXICON 


of all except Familiar English Words, omitting 
what everybody knows and containing what 
everybody wants to know. Size, 24 x 34 inches. 


Postpaid, 75 cents. 


JENKINS’ HANDY LEXICON 


Same plan. Larger type. $1.00. 

















A. 8. BARNES & CO., 
Ail and 113 William Street, New York. 


BEACON LIGHTS, 


The Most Beautiful 
SOUVENIR 
Ever published, 
Square 16mo. In neat Bex. Price, $1.50. 
For sale by all Soslnelioms, or mailed, on receipt of 


- one & CO., Publishers, 
TON, MASS. 


ribose Bonk stone STORE 


710 Arch Street, 
Form’ly Smith, English, &Co. PHILADELPHIA. 
sa SEND FOR CATALOGUE 





, -is one of the most difficult and im- 
Ist Lesson of” 85 portant proof-texts for the first- 
day SABBATH. Rr aay Supts.,and Teachers will! find 
facts, ents and arguments to make the lesson help- 
ful,in**The Sabbath for Man,” by Rev. W. F. 
Crafts. @pp. Ready Dec. 19. $1.50. Advance orders. 
$1. ‘Specimen pages free. Funk & Wagnalls, N. Y. 


ORRIS’ MAP PUZZLE AND GAMES. 
Caltarem latest and best CHRISTMAS GIFT for 
ren. , Ask to see it at 
ny toy {CuT THIS our: store, or send for 
circulars to W. R. NORRIS, 84 Sixth ‘Ave. , New York. 





ar Volks,” an clegaut Sane and girls’ 
@ Weekly. Only Hy @ year with 6 Premiums 
@w FREE. Levely clu irce. 





or American Publishing Co,756 Broadway N.Y. 


2 Promise Book S28:S2"34" SSMQ018.. 1 


END FOR Catalogue of Publications of a Ne 
SEED. tional School of Elocution and Oratory, Philad’s. 


B' SHIRL ei TSR ™ | Be 

















DON’T 
HAVE 


LIKE EVERY ONE ELSE. 
Get new designs like the MILDMAY CARDS, First 
shownin this country last year. See description below 


MILDMAY PRIZE SCRIPTURE CARDS 
BY MAIL. 


Pm, Pareivegeies: a tull bo of yy alae 
and N Now 

ee salle  siansliahe 3 with 
eens one contains some 
Pisces | a beari ing on Christmas or 
ere entirely new,and no more ap- 
we upon a friend. | wilt 
nd thet = securely Py, mail, — up in selections 
res for all ages, or, if those who order will state 


er they are for ad 
guitabie A. #4 jults or children, | wid make 


S |CARDS 





COMES... 62. ee reser eee ne ee ee ew a selection of 

- : rc oP SB 
a 6 RSE gent (la argest)* a 

Together with a beautiful frin card. ws 


oge 
In addition to the above I will sen selec 
tions from the foliowing well-known be a Bn, = 
Marcus Ward & Co., L. Prang & Co., 
Hildersnheimer & Falkner and Tuck. 


SELECTIONS BY MAIL AS FoLLews: 


arge and fine cards with ! fine f. 
$s! x 25 beautiful cards and seri ane rowed ou 
CANVASSERS AND DEALERS SUPPLIED. 
D. R. NIVER, Publisher & Bookseller, 


10 N. Pearl St., ALBANY, N.Y. 
Send for send tur unsteties price list. 


EVERY LADY 


SHOULD SUBSCRIBE FOR 


STRAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER'S 
FASHION QUARTERLY. 


EVERY NUMBER CONTAINS 


7 one thousand engravings, illustra- 
po | the new things in every department of 
fashion. 


EVERY NUMBER CONTAINS 


Four pages of new musie¢, in most cases 
original, either vocal or instrutoental. 


EVERY NUMBER CONTAINS 


The price of all kinds of Dry Goods, to- 
gether with descriptions and cugravings to 
show what they look like 


EVERY NUMBER CONTAINS 


Valuable original artieles, mostly. illus- 
trated, on subjects that treat of the adorn- 
ment of the person, the beautifying of 
home, and the newest things in art needle- 
wo 


EVERY NUMBER CONTAINS 


Instructions how the distant consumer can 
shop as satisfactorily and as economically 
as residents of the city. 

Price, 50 cents per year: specimen copies, 15 cents. 


Strawbridge & Clothier, 


Eighth and Market Streets, Philade Iphia, 


Something New for Sunday-schools. 


Bells Across the Snow. Another Year; Faithful 
Promises; A New Year's Hymn, by Miss Haver al; 
Watts’ Xmas Cradle Song: Journeying, by theauthor 
of the Old, Old Stor Any of the above poems bound 
in illuminated and frosted same and New Year's 
covers, with ribbon, 25 cts. each »stpaid. Large 
discounts for Sunday-schools and ' dew lers. Addr 
IBBOTSON Bros.,, Publishers, Richfield Springs, N. 


CH RISTMAS DECORATIVE DESIGNS and 
Hints aspeciaity in The Art Amateur for December 
and January. Jesiastical and other art embroidery 
areguiar feature. The Art Amateur gives monthly 
from wh to “ bn es of bape | designs, Uustra- 
Cored deny! 1 Se ae of art work. 


ig tne tt 
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; Sic, single 
MARKS, Pub 


CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 
BE IN TIMB! 


Our Christmas Music 


Por thie geer is ready. 


A beautiful respo: serv 
Star of Hope eden aoe 
songs, with or of for alternate read- 


ngs, address ive; unquestionably 
the best thing « of ite 3 wind extant. Price, $4.00 per 
"By matt. postpetd. Scents ts each, or @@ecents 


per 


Hull’s Christmas Annual for 1884. 


Six choice new Never better than this yee. 


Price. . per y mail, . 
cents each; 36 cents per dozen; $2.20 per hundred. 


for 1881, 1882, and 1 will be kept 
Back Numbers [0 Jvock'ana cash orders filed at 
sight. Prices same as above. 


ONE EACH of the four numbers mailed on re- 
ceipt of £0 cts.; with Star of Hope included, 46 cts. 


Sunday-school Music Books! 


Our latest, has a fine selec 
Jewels of Praise.-{°" of Christmas Music. 
Price, 930 per hundred. 

Gem of also has a } of Christ- 
mas + —K, the. highest order, 

which is still and sparklin 

, B30 per hundred 

Specimen copy’ of either book. 2% cents ip paper; 


Mcentsin boards Address, 


ASA HULL, 


240 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Xmas Music: 


Our issues for 1884 are declared to be 
even better than those that have been 
= popular in previous years. Examine 
them. 





: A magnificent Service, by Dr. 
Star of Promise. ROBERT Lowry. 16 pages. 
$4 per 100; 5 cts. each by mail. 


Saiat Nicholas’ Visit echetinees me: humorous 


Cantata, songs, and recitations, by W. H. Doan 
Mus. Doc. 56 pages. 

$20 per 100; 25 cts. each by mail. 
Annual Wo. 15. “ine vehiewy, nor A 


fine A. 5, 
$3 per 100; 4 cts. each by mail. 
One of each of above sent on receipt of 30 cts. 





Antbems, Cure, Services, Cantatas, for Christmas 
full catalogue sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 East Ninth es New York. 
81 Randolph St., Chicago 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS, No. 6. Six new pieces 
ter than ever. rice, $2.00 pe r 100. 











CHR INT MAS CAROLS, N ‘ » nud 
$1.00 per 100 meee, 5 ~~ Aaadae ad aud 5. 


CHRISTMAS, GREETING. 
Danks. Price, #.00 per 10 100. 


CHILDREN’S MESSIAH. A Musical and 
Responsive Service. By Flora Neely and H. P. 
Danks. Price, $3.00 per te 100. 


cuR ist CHILD. Primary E ercise. By M 
Crafta. Price, #.00 per 100, sti 


A —_ of eaca, sent by ‘by mail, postpaid, on receipt 
of & cents 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 


AAG Nasoan Sty Hew VYeork. 


MUSIC GIVEN AWAY! | 


To introduce our new Catalogue of all kinds of Sheet 
Music, Music Books, and cy Instruments in every 
family having a plano or organ,we make this great 
offer. On Fepetes of ite, we will send § complete preces 
of Vocal and Instrumentui Music, full sheet music size 
(iid¢ x ls in.), elegantly printed on the jAnest 

mass Paget. Just out, and guaran ‘2 be 0 
pretty. hey retail ~ music stores for $2.00. Y 
want every lover of Music in the world to take advap- 
tage at once ofthis; thes r ever made to 
buyers of music. 


WILLIS WOODWARD & CO., Publishers, 


_ &42 aod $44 Breadway, New Yerk. 


PERKINS’ CHOIR ANTHEMS 


chorister of many years ot Kingston, N. H., says: 

- { like the book very much. There are many beautiful 

piecesip it. Havecarefully examined Choir from 

and I eenernes it the book that I have ever 

a Send 60 cents, 
ai 


and cares KLIN will ING DIAMONDS. 


3 SP book for Sunday-schovis und Gospel Meet- 
ings, by Leouard Marshall The tunes are new and 
bright. Price: 3 cents; $3.60 per duzen. ibera!l dis- 
counts to Sunday-schools and the trades Sample by 
mail we cents. 

wh bas SMITH & CO., Publishers, 
ISTON AND CHICAGO. 


HOLY VOICES. 


Revs. E. S. LORENZ =) | ISAIA A BALTZELL 

Fresh, and equal, if uot superior, lo.auy, Music Book 
yet produced tor Sunday-schools. 192 pages, board 
cover. 35 cents single c opy, by mail, postpaid; $4.00 
per dozen by mail, post puic $3.60 per dozen by express, 
ex hot chargea unpaid ; $30.00 == hundred by express. 


Specimen Wess sent Ay to an, 
J.SHUEY Bublisner, Partem oO. 

For saledy lett beokselle erg, 
- aa! y 7 ) ’ 7’ bs ee 
BA ['H Bh Litas 
Newest, Baiouresr and Boos for Sunday 
‘8 BRIM FULL OF Gams 


ey To the market. P : 
or. oom e copy. 
~. Seringtield, Onin 


A Musical aud 
Flora Neely and H. P. 
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Que copy mates ae. Hoop, 1018 Arch 8t., Phila 


REs. Send 10, 5, oF 50cts: 


08 Cbestaut SPs” 











SeRAT IO FICE 











SP Ret eer 


A — A EON tA 


: 








f 
i 


an 





780 


llustrated Gift Books, 


Violet Among the Lilies. 


By L. CLARKSON, author of “ Indian Sum- | 


mer” and ** Heartsense,”’ 
Royal 4to, 8 colored plates, 4in tints, cloth, gilt, $5.00. 


Hark! The Herald Angels Sing. 


By the Kev, CHARLEs W esLey,M.A. With fine illus 
trations of master pictures’ by Raphael, Muriilo, 
Carlo Dolce, Correggeio, etc., engraved under the 
superyv iston of George’ a Andrew, large 4to, cloth, 
iit, $2.50; alligator covers, in box, $2.50, 


* Few, ifany, more finished productions have come 
from the press, and the publishers may well be proud 
ot it both for its artistic and typographical excellence. 
To all who love the beautiful it will be highly wel- 
come, and it will take its place among the choicest 
gifts for the approaching holidays.”’— Christian at Work, 


‘The engravings are well executed, and form a 
choice folio of the works of the old masters. |. Ap A 
Observer. 


Sweet By and By. 


By S. FILLMORK BENNETT. This fayorite hymn, 
illustrated by William St, John Harper, Jessie 
McDermott, W. A. Rogers, ete, Small quarto, 
cloth, gilt, $1.50; alligator covers, in box, $1.50; in 
handsome lithograp ed covers with silk fringe 
and tassels, $1.75, 


Songs of Christmas. 


By Frances RipuBpy Havere@ar. Illustrated by 
Jessie Curtis Shepherd, Harry Fenn, W. L, Taylor, 
ete en 4to, cloth, ‘gilt, $i.50; alli gator covers, 
in $1.50; in handsome lithgraphed covers, 
oF “alte fringe and tassels, $1.7 


Annie and Willie's Prayer. 


A Christmas Story in Verse. By Sopnuia P. SNow. 
Illustrated by Edmund H. Garrett,John A. Fraser, 
and W. P. Snyder. Small 4to, cloth, gilt, $1.50; 
alligator covers, in box, $1.50; in handsome litho- 
graphed covers, with silk fringe and tassels, $1775. 


Grandma’s Attic Treasures. 


A Story of Old Time Memories. Small 4to. 


Many 
ilustrations, Cloth, gilt, $1.50; 
$1. 


A marvelously pretty book; a humorous poem on 
the craze for old ‘furniture well told, and the ilustra- 
tions are fine.’ . Observer. 


The Raven. 


By Epvear A, Por. A new edition of this favorite 
poem, [llustrated by W.L. Taylor. Small quarto, 
cloth, full gilt, $1.50; alligator covers, $1. i in 
illuminated covers, silk fringe and tassels, $1.7 


Pilgrims of the Night. 


A fine edition of Faber's beautiful hyn, “ Hark! 
hark! my soul! angelic songs are swelling,” with 
woodcut Hlustrations In the highest sty ie "of art, 
Small 4to, cloth, tull gilt, $1.40; alligator covers, 

1.50; in illuminated covers, silk fringe and tassels, 
1.75, 


Keble’s Evening Hymn. 


“Sun of my soul! Thou Saviour dear.’ 


With original illustrations, gaye and engraved under | 


the supervision of Gaores | Andrew, Small 4te, 
cloth, full gilt, $1.50; ligator covers, $1.50; in 
Hluminated covers, silk fringe and tassels, $1. 75. 


“ This wonderful poem ts sure to last and be loved as 
long us the Knglish language endures; but for beauty 
of illustration and letterpress probably the oresent 
edition has never been and never will be excelled.’ 
Churchman, 


Bells pyr the Snow. 


A beautiful Christmas poem b 
RipLey HaveERG@AL. With 
Small 4to, cloth, gilt, $1.60; 
in iNuminated covers, silk 


the late FRANCKS 
ne wood engravings. 
gator covers, $1.50 ; 
nge and tassels, $1.75. 


Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of price. 


EK. P. DUTTON & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
39 West 23d St., - New York. 


H. WORTHINGTON 


NEW BOOKS. 


NATIONAL GAZETTEER OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

By L. pr Conanar, LL.D. Cloth, $5.50. 

GOLDSMITH’S COMPLETE WORKS. 


New edition, With copious notes by James Prior. 
With 4 vignettes on steel. 4 vola,, 12mo, cloth, $6.00, 


LETTERS AND OTHER WRITINGS OF 
JAMES MADISON, 
Fourth President of the United States. 


New edition. 4 vols., octavo, cloth, Published by 
order of Congress, $10.00, 


BOSWELL’S LIFE OF JOHNSON, 


New edition, complete. With numerous additions, 
by John Wilson Croker, M.P.,and notes by various 
hands. 4 vols., 2mo, cloth, gilt, extra. $5.00, 


R. WORTHINGTON, 
770 Broadway, New York. 
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alligator cover, | 
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1885. 
A COMMENTARY ON THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS, 


GRADED 


SELECT NOTES, 





1885. 


SERIES OF QUESTION BOOKS. 


Price, 15 Cents Each. 
INTERNATIONAL QUESTION BOOKS. 


Part I.- 
Part II. 


Senior Grade. 
Intermediate Grade. 


By Rev. F. N. Peloubet, D,D. 


Part II1.— Little Learners. By Mary J. Capron. 
Interleaved edition of Part Il. Price, 40 cents. 


GRADED SERIES OF QUARTERLIES. 


The Sunday School Gearcerty. 
The Intermediate net 


eachers’ Editions ofl and2. By Rev. 


Lesson Leaves. 





W. A. WILD 





= a ir 
backed, n ty OF Dries. rice. REM RAR, ty-Five 


very oat a eo drawn as 


By Rev. F. XN. Peloubet, D.D, Price, 20 cents a year. 
¥y, “ “ “ »” cents “ 
The Children’s Quarterly. By Mrs. M. G. Kenned ° c. 


A. F. Schauffler. od 
eachers’ Edition of3. By Mrs. M. G. Kennedy “ 


16 cents - 
40 cents rd 
40 cents ® 


100 copies, $8.00 a y ear; satis copies, monthly, 8cents “ 


E & & CO., % 25 | Bromfield Street, Toston. — 


“pT eae r OF PEACE. pote f hey ow 









red Dove fioatin 
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advan of 
upon ard plate. 00 that'lt cam bo e pinced upon the if pre- 
Souatee tome yeu home, or a rememberance a friend os 





Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. 


The Poets ofthe Church. Biographical 
Sketches of Hymn Writers and their Hymns. 
By Epwtn F, HATFIELD, D.D. One volume, 
small 8vo, 719 pages. $3.00. 


“The late Dr. Hatfeld was for many years a very 
diligent student of Hymnology. These sketches bear the 
marks of very careful eelivaten and while full of 
information, are not simply an array of dates, but Bio- 
graphical Sketches indeed, written in a style that cannot | 
Sail to instruct and interest the reader.” 


cated by its Historical Effects. 
Storrs, D.D. 8vo. $3.50. 

“ The Lectures prepared for the Ely course on the 
Evidences of Christianity, before the Union Theological 
Seminary, were frat delivered to large audiences in New 
York, and subsequently repeated before the Lowell Insti- 
tute in Boston, A very fresh treatment of an old subject.” 


The Life and Times of Jesus the Mes- 
siah. By ALFRED EDERSHEIM, M.A., Oxon 
D.D., Ph.D. 2 vols. Royal 8vo, 2 vols., cloth, 
$6.00 ; by mail, $6.50 

“ The author has accomplished more for his sacred 
theme than Conybeare and Howson did for the life of 


Paul ; more thaw any other man, or all other men put 
together, for the life of lives: more than any scholar, 


ever have hoped to do for it.”” -CONGREGATIONALIST. 


900 Broadway, Cor. 20th St., N. Y. 


Sent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of price. 





THE ABSENT- MINDED FAIRY. 
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» -BABYHOOD. 


BABY HOOD. 
BABY HOOD, a thi i ra 
‘ , new monthly magazine o es, 
mA BY HOOD. gey ‘oted exclusively to the care of in- 
BABYHOOD. fants and young children and the gen- 
BABY HOOD. oral interests ¢ the neues. L ro na! 
ALE. »., supervising medica 
BABY HOOD, editor; MARION HARLAND, editor of 
BABY HOOD, departments rene to general nur- 
, sery routine. ABYHOOD’S purpose 
| BA BY HOOD, is to become & medium for the dissemi- 
BABYHOOD. nation among parents of the best 
BABY HOOD, thought of the time onal! subjects con- 
BABYHOOD. nected with the needs of early child- 
. . * hood, It has secured theco-operation 
BABYHOOD. of many ofthe most popular and best 
| BABYHOOD, quaditied writers on the various snb- 
| BABY HOOD, : 
BABY HOOD. 





jects within its scope. Price, $1.50 a 
year; 15 cents a copy. 


Address 
“BR ABY HOOD,” 


18 Spruce St, 


‘Our Little Ones and the Nursery, 


As a magazine for 
children from 4 to 10 
old can never be 
surpassedinthe beauty 
of its illustrations, or 
adaptability of its sto 
ries and poems, all of 
which are original. 

Specimen copy frer 
to any address. News- 
dealers sell it. 

t Agents wanted, 
One year, $1.50. Singte Coples, {5 cts. 
Russell ssell Publishing © Co., 36 Bromfield St, Boston, Mass. 


Season. » “ Gelkie "s 
| eso of the Publishers: New mae 
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The Divine Origin of Christianity Indi- | 
By R.S. | 





lacking his special training and peculiar fitness, could 
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fi tributions from Gro. F. 

ee @ nosey sw. Suerwi, H. P. “Danks, 
Te Wegrexpour nd J oun R. Sle tas ee oe with 
‘vice prepared uss Netra A. 

s Boaull eo whole forais ng euspte material for a 


CHRISTMAS- ENTERTAINMENT. 


16 es, elegantly printed in colors, on fine ti 
pepe Price f cts. cach, or cts. a dozen mall 
post-paid. $4 a hundred bye express, not pre 


CATCHING KRISS KRINGLE| 


Revisep AND ENLarGep, By BuTTERWORTH 4N 


A Bright and Amusing Christmas Cantata. 


Price, $3 a dozen by express, not prepaid. Single 
specimen copy, acts. by = ail. 


Se 
“ 














Send for complete list ar Cantatas, Services, An- 
thems, and Christmas solos. 
Published by 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. - 
Novello’s Cheap Music. |- 
NOVELLO, EWER & CO., of London. 


American Branch, 129 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 
Invite attention of Church and Sunday-school Socie- 


| ties to their very large assortment of Christmas Music, 


yublished in cheap form for popular use, including 70 

Xarols by Stainer at 5c. each; the same in three vol- 
umes at 50c. each. Ten Christmas Hymns, with tunes 
from the Hymnary, atdc. Christmas Anthems at ic., 
6c., and 10c, each. 


NANTA CLAUS AND FAMILY, ‘a Cantata, by J. H. 
CO Rosecrans. Fine music, beautiful scenes, = tab- 
loot. Price, 30c. Per dozen, by express, 33: y mail, 

Two other collections at Sc. each, FILLMORE 
BROS, Cincinnati, Ohio. ss 


NHE Lutheran Church Shenese ‘ONE- 

HALF PROTESTANT CHRISTENDOM. 

Numerically THE FOURTH IN THE U. 8. 
Fully set forth in 


Stall’s Lutheran Year-Book for 1885. 


194 pages; Life of Luther; full statistics; maps; 
illustrations ; names and post-office addresses 
of allthe (3708) Lutheran mini ersinthe U.S. 
and Canada. Price 25 cents, id. 

Sold by all Lutheran Pub. ouses. Order 
through any local book store,or send direct tothe 
editor, Rev. SYLVANUS STALL, Lancaster, Pa. 


NOTES FOR BIBLE STUDY 


2-page Monthly. 


Only 36 ams per year, postpaid. 
“Tam glad that a periodical so truly 4 oe can 
live and flourish among you,”’—C, H. SPURGEON 


Subscribe now for 1885. 
S. R. BRIGGS, Toronto, Canada. 


WORKS BY THE LATE REV. DR. ee 


Mr. Arnot was a safe interpreter.— 
The Anchor of the Soul, 
Laws from Heaven for L ife on Earth, ° "A 





nee Parables of our Lord . 
The Lesser Parables efeur Lerd <- . 
Tv. NELSON & SONS, 42 Bleecker St., N.Y. ¥. 


oo S.S, (HRISTHAS ENTERTAINMENTS. 
icone Jor Decoraltons, Bnlertcn. 


Swogesiwns Lah 


Tus Wents and Gifts. a 

ISTMAS from leading saeenene = = ve 
rious parts of the country, con 

f thing of interest to every Gunday- school 

Superintenden 


Wil send free to rhe 
one sending us «& list of all the — 
S OoOn run CO hea we DAVID 
C. COOK PUB, CO., 13 and 15 Washingwa 
street, Chicago. [l. 
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Charles Scribner's Sons 


HAVE JUST READY 
THE CORRESPONDENCE AND DIARIES 
OF JOHN WILSON CROKER, 


Secretary to the Admiralty from 1809 to 1830, 
ete. Edited by Louis J. JENNINGS. With 
portrait. 2 vols., 8vo. $5.00. 

The most noteworthy English Memoirs 
of the first half of the XITXth Century; 
forming an invaluable record of English and 
Continental politics, literature, society and fa- 
mous personages, as observed during Croker’s 
political life and his long association with the 
Quarterly Review. 

Among the most remarkable features of these 
papers are: 

A series of Conversations with the Duke 
of Wellington (taken down by Mr. Croker 
immediately after their occurrence’, giving his 


own impressions of his battles, his opinions of 


Napoleon, anecdotes, ete., besides a large num- 
ber of Wellington’s letters of equal value ; 
Personal Recollections of George TV., 
as given by him to Mr. Croker ; 
A very intimate Correspondence with 


Sir Robert Peel, covering thirty years of 


English polities 
And a collection of letters, reminiscences, 
witty and striking anecdotes, and ana, almost 
unequaled, and dealing with 
Scott, Byron, Moore, Southey, Macaulay, 
Wilberforce, Tallyrand, Palmerston, 
Canning, Brougham, Guizot, Dis- 
raeli, Isaac Disraeli, Theodore 
Hook, and many others. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


743 & 745 Broadway, New York. 


THE LIFE OF TRUST. 


Being a Narrative of the Leord’s Dealings 
with George Muller, written by himself. With an 
introduction by Dr. Francis Wayland. A new 
edition, including his visit to America. Price, 
cloth binding, reduced from §2.00 to 6@ cents. 
Postage l0c. extra. 


George Muller is one of the most remarkable men 
ofthe century. The work which he has accomplished 
is without its ‘paruliel in all past history—ir dertainiy 
is worth the study of all who aspire to a Knowledge of 
the world’s forces, and the ee ress of mankind. 
Galileo discovered that * the worid moves,” and New- 
ton the force that moves the world Mallon has in 
some sense found anew the very source of that which 
Newton discovered and whose working Galileo saw. 
His life and work are wonderful evidences of the 
truths that moral force is, after all, the greatest, as 
well as the most mysterious in the universe, and that 
the power of faith 1s as real, while more potent, than 
any other in God’s creation. This “ Life of Trust” has 
thrilled, inspired, and moulded the lives of tens of 
t housands, and long will continue so to do. 


THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





The Pocket Lesson Calendar, 


Pur SunpDAyY Scuoot Times Lesson 
Calendar, for 1885, will be mailed, at the 
following rates, to those who wish to pur- 
chase them for teachers or scholars :— 


With plain edges (not gilt)... 6 cents each. 


Be oc vasecene 4 cents each. 
With beveled gilt edges....... 10 cents each, 

BECO OF IR ini ncectkc chceqnsss 7 cents each. 
With beveled gilt edges, and 

enclosed in a red leather 

FS aR ale ip he Re At 25 cents each. 

ls. Lg. een 18 cents each. 


_ It is believed that many superintend- 
ents and teachers will, at Christmas or 
New Year’s, avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to put into the hands of their 
scholars this attractive and helpful little 
Calendar. 


Address, Joun D. WATTLES, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
A. BR. ABBOTT & CG., 
G@erograas of 
‘WIEDER & NEWTON'S 


Prepared Colors, 
Btoc., 








60 MADISON STREET, 


CHICACO. 
Arata! Suupiiee of att deaceQmam 


D fm ULIAN i AWTHORNE’S new novel, * Archi- 

Malmaison,” in Funk & W agnalls’ (0 & 12 

Dey’ - N.Y. ) Standard Library—15 cts.; cloth, 75 cts. 
r. 


has a more powerful ina ination than any 
ontemporary writer of fiction.’ ndor Academy. 


UNDAY-SCHOOTL SUPELING of all Figts- 
Send for a Catalogue. PEKKINPINE 
GINS, 914 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Penn. 


PRBENZE! IAN 1 BOARD or PUBLICA, 
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Paiiapetemia, December 1 

You don’t know what we 
are doing in furniture. We 
know you don’t, because you 
tell us so when you walk 
through our rooms the first 
time. 

We are selling more fur- 
niture than any other house 
in town ; a good deal more. 
That is of no account, except 
because we are new in the 
business. We've hardly ever 
seen the time when we 
could handle furniture as 
fast as we could sell it. That’s 
why we've kept so quiet 
about it. 

Our manager says we have 
the best Cillettion of furni- 
ture in the U.S. We thought 
it a rather strong statement 
until we looked about and 
considered whom to compare 
with If we were to compare 
only the very richest of ware, 
there’s a house in New York 
ahead of us. If we were 
thinking only of what is 
commonly called “cheap” 
furniture there are plenty 
ahead of us. But, thinking of 
a proper assortment for a 
trade likeours, a trade that 
demands good work of every 

rade from “cheap” to the 
ighest, where is another 
such ? 

Assortment is of some ac- 
count in furniture. It is easy 
to have a large stock, and 
still not have exactly what 
anybody wants. Our buyer 
is everywhere. He knows the 
new styles before you see 
them. Anddo you suppose 
the largest trade in Phila- 
delphia doesn’t get its choice 
of goods ? 

wo or three years ago 
we told you that we were 
actually making hair mat- 
tresses out of hair. It has 
answered our purpose so 
well that we have kept on 
making them out of hair, 
ever since. Some people 
imagine that, because a mat- 
tress is sewed up that it isn’t 
going to be looked at,and 
may as well be made out of 
less costly material. Mattres- 
es we make; furniture we 
buy. We mean to buy as 
well as we make. At any 
rate we take the risk. 

Look through our furni- 
ture, little and big, coarse and 
fine. A buyer in Philadelphia 
had better not fail to. look. 
The effects of our fire are 
over. Stock is full. And 
the furniture is such as you 
expect to find where hair 
mattresses are mac~ out o! 
lair. 


Joun WaNnaMAKER 


Cheetnut, Thirteenth and Market street, 
ané City-hall ng 
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By the Rev, Dr. H. Clay TRUMBULL, Editor of The Sunday School Times. 390 pp. Price, $1.50, 





WORDS FROM SKILLED WORKERS. 


From the Hon. HENRY BARNARD, LL.D., for- 
merly Commissioner of Education of the 
United States. 

“T have read your Teaching and Teachers 
through, and am charmed with it, and so is my 
wife. It is the best book for teachers, not only 
of Sunday-schools, but of any grade and class 
of schools,—full of methods, principles, and 
suggestions, which any thoughtful teacher can 
turn to immediate service in his own work. I 
wish you would prepare just such a book for our 
public-school teachers ; it is systematic, accu- 
rate, suggestive, and interesting, which last can- 
not be said of many very good manuals of edu- 
eation.” 


From the Rev. MARK Hopkins, D.D., LL.D., 
formerly President of Williams College. 

“It is a work that hits the nail on the head, 
and I am sure will be of great service to very 
many. So far as I have had success in teach- 
ing, it has been by an imperfect application of 
the principles you have so fully and success- 
fully illustrated. It was a work much needed, 
and I congratulate you on having written it.” 


From the Rt. Rev. WILLIAM Bacon STEVENS, 
D.D., LL.D., Protestant Episcopal Bishop 
of Pennsylvania. 

“Tt is the most sensible, direct, and common- 
sense publication that I have ever met with 
for the end in view. Each I have 
enhances my wonder at the skill and tact which 
you have shown in selecting and treating the 
topics consideration. Your sentiments 
are wise, your oo interesting, your facts 
forcibly put, and whole is so true, sensible, 
and, above all, biblical, that the volume ought 
to find its way into ge bom ye and super- 
intendent’s hand. In ition to this, I have 
been impressed with this thouht all the time 
that I have been reading it: What a valuable 
book it is for the younger clergy! It is just 
the kind of instruction that they need; plain, 
simple, and to the point. It is by reason of not 
knowing these fundamental truths, that so 
many young clergymen fail, both in preaching 
and teaching.” 


From Bishop EDMUND DE SCHWEINITZ, D.D., 
LL.D., of the Moravian Church. 

“It fills a very important place in Sunday- 
school literature. I have read parts of it with 
great pleasure; and the members of my family 
have read it with unflagging interest.” 


From the Hon. ANDREW D. Waits, LL.D. 
President of Cornell University. 

“] have run along through many es 
already, which fill me with a desire to it 
through. Books of this kind, fresh and to the 
point, regarding teaching, especially those by 
men of experience like yourself, bave a fasci- 
nation for me.” 


From the Hon. JuLtius H. SEELYE, D.D., 
LL.D., President of Amherst College. 

“T have found it both instructive and fasci- 
nating. I shall rejoice in its wide circulation; 
for it is certainly a most healthy and helpful 
book.” 


From FRANKLIN CARTER, LL.D., President of 
Williams College. 

“I... do not fail to predict for it very wide 
usefulness. If every Sunday-school teacher 
would study its wise counsels and make the 
principles set forth the guiding rules of his 
activity, I believe there would be an immense 
advance in religious work.” 


From the Rev. WILLIAM F. WARREN, D.D., 
LL.D., President of Boston University. 
“Tt is full of wise words, and i hope it may 
have a wide reading among the class for whom 
it is designed.” 


From Tomas CHASE, LL.D., President of 
Haverford College. 

“ It will guide and stimulate thousands, and 
make them much more effective in their 
sacred work. I regard it, too, as a book almost 
as useful for teachers of secular schools, as for 
Sunday-school teachers. I could wish that 
every teacher and professor in the country 
weak study it carefully.” 


From Major-General JosHuA L. CHAMBER- 
LAIN, LL.D., formerly President of Bow- 
doin College. 

“| find it full of valuable suggestions, and 
of real inspiring power.” 

From the Rev. Howagp CrosBy, D.D., LL.D., 
formerly Chancellor of the University of 
the City of New York. 

“It is an invaluable instructor of the instrue- 
tor, showing forcibly the common errors of 





manv, and using strong common sense and 

graphic illustration to enforce the right 

method of ‘making the pupil to know.’ Dr. 

Trumbull’s long experience has peculiarly 

= on him to issue this vade mecum for the 
acher.’ 


From Professor GEO. P. FisHer, D.D., LL.D.., 
Yale College. 

“The topics and the method of handling them 
are such, that the work cannot fail to be highly 
stimulating and instructive to the class for 
whose benefit it is written.” 


From Professor C. A. YounG, LL.D., Princeton 
College. 

_ “T have been reading in it to-day, and like 

it very much indeed. It cannot fail to do much 

good to all who are reached by it.” 


From the Rey. ALVAH Hovey, D.D., LL.D., 
President of Newton Theological Seminary. 


“Having for many years been in 
teaching, or trying to teach, a Bible-class, I 
feel no little interest in any suggestions per- 
taining to that kind of service, and I have 
found your treatise very useful. It seems to 
me to explain very clearly what teaching is, 
and the conditions on which success in teach- 
ing depends. I hope it will be read by great 
numbers ; I am thoroughly satisfied that 
Sunday-schools will never accomplish all 
which they might a until better 
teachers are -... Your volume will 
enlarge the horizon of teachers, and stimulate 
them to achieve far more than they have ever 
yet attempted.” 


From Professor AUSTIN PHELPs, D.D., Ando- 
ver Theological Seminary. 

“T know of nothing else which will bear 
comparison with your exhaustive treatise. It 
cannot but be an invaluable aid to teachers, 
and usefully suggestive also te pastors,” 


From Préfessor M. B. Ripp.xg, D.D., Hartford 
Theological Seminary. 


“The plan is good; the style is not only 
perspicuous, but has that element of repetition 
which teachers need for themselves in learning 
proper methods for teaching others. . . . If some 
good man would buy enough copies to supp] 
the seminaries and college Tacultien, the rath 
contained in the book would work down to the 
Sunday-school teachers more readily.’ 


From Professor A.C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D., 
Rochester Theological Seminary. 


“In its thorough and able, as well as attrac- 
tive discussion of a most important subject, I 
am sure it will meet and supply a very widely 
existing want, and render a great and lasting 
service to the body for whom it is s 
cially designed, as also to the whole Christian 
public. ere are few, I am sure, who haye 
qualifications for such a work which you 

ave.” 


From Professor A. A. Hopes, D.D., LL.D., 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


“T have no doubt that it will accomplish 
great good.” 


From Professor JAMES T, StRonG, LL.D., 
Drew Theological Seminary. 


‘T have examined your new book on Teach- 
ing and Teachers, and I think it admirably 
calculated to aid Sunday-school teachers in 
their important work. It 1s eminently practical 
—at once stimulati and s ve. The 
thousands of laborers in this field will find it a 
guide and an encouragement in their motives 
and methods. It cannot fail of wide success 
and usefulness.” 


From the Rev. JoHN Ports, D.D., Montreal, 
Canada, member of the International Les- 
son Committee. 


“ There was a great need for just such a book. 
I wish it could find its way into the hands of 
all the Sunday-school teachers of this North 
American continent, yea, of the world.” 


From the Rev. F. N. PELouBET. 


“The book is exactly one which I need ;ann 
I feel sure that it will meet the wants of a great 
many teachers. There are very few whomod 
would not make better teachers. It grows up it 
me that it is the right book, at the right time, 
and most cnadieatls adapted to help our teach- 
ers do better work.” 


From the Rev. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 

“T am delighted with it. It is clear, crisp, 
practical, and much improved by the marginal 
notes. I shall be able to make good use of it, 
I am sure. It deserves a very wide circula- 
tion.” 





TEACHING AND TEACHERS will be mailed, postpaid, to any address, upon receipt 


of its price, $1.50. Address 


JOHN O WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Phila. 





LOTHs 


Snodgras§, 
Murray & Co. 


Market & Ninth Sts. 
Philadelphia. 


SEALSKIN CLOTHS, 
DRESS CLOTHS, 
ULSTER CLOTHS. 


The largest assortments at retail. 





__WRITE FOR SAMPLES. 


PATCHWORK. We send ten 
sample pieces of elegant silk, all 
different, and cut so as to make one 


tZinch block of crazy patchwork 
with diagram ioateg hae to put them together, 

a variety of new stitches, for 3 cents. We se 

of 3% Perforated Patterns, worki birds, 
butterflies, bugs, beetles, rs . . 
Kate Greenaway Sparen, flowers, etc., with material 
for transferring to the silk, for 60 cents. 

Our book, ** Hew te Make Heme Beautiful,” 
teaches all the embroidery stitches, and a variety of 
Patchwork stitches. Price, 15 cents. All the above 
$1.05, postpaid. J. L. Patten, 3 W. Mth St., N.Y. 


TO EMBROIDER CRAZY QUILTS 
get Brainerd and Armstrong’s factory ends 
“ Waste’’ Embroidery—sold at less than half price. 
# cents will buy what would cost One Dol in 
skeins, all silk and beautiful colors, in pieces 
from one three yards long. Send cents in 
stamps or postal note to 
The BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG CO. 
621 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also, 469 Broapway, New YORK. 


Perforated Stamping Patterns. 
OUR NEW SAMPLE BOOK CONTAINS OVER 
12900 [ILLUSTRATION 

of New and Choice Patterns for all kinds of Embroid- 
ery; price, 6 cts. NEW STAMPING OUTFIT, % 
PATTERNS: Roses, Bouquets, Outlines, 8, é 
Vines, ete. Full Lnogtructions for Stam pi , Box 
Powder, Pad and New Sample Book contain 1300 
illustrations. We send this Outfit b mail for $1.60. 

i Address J. F. INGALLS, Lywn, Mass. 


WARREN'S FEATHERBONE 


The best elastic bone in the world for 
MAKING PURPOSES, bc. 











Ess- 
Ask your 
retail 


LING . per yard. 
dealer for it. For sale by the wholesale and 
trade. Send for samples to 


_ WARREN FEATHERBONE CO., Three Oaks, Mich. 


SILKS *° 


On | 
‘WORK 
eS ee 

Oar 2, kage of Embroidery Silk, assorted 
Utara ataog YALE ILK Onn lew Ha’ 


Selected now will be reserved until 
needed. Our collection of 
JSHOICE PAINT- 
RUES ses exanay. 
INGS, ETCHINGS, 
MIRRORS, BRONZE BAS-RE- 
LIEFS, STAINED GLASS PIC- 
TURES, ELEGANT PICTURE 
a FRAMES, etc., etc, is complete 
a and elegant. 
RRAAL AY A EXQUISITE COLORED PHO 
TOGRAPHS. ALL THE ROGERS GROU Ps. 














JAMES S. EARLE & SONS, 


S16 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


A Christmas Gift 
For your children, that wil! afford 
entertainment and _ instruction 


—_ and again. Send for an 
Illustrated Descriptive Circular. 
BIBLICO sent postpaid for 


A New and 50 cents. Address 


Delightful BLAIR & HALLETT, 
a 0— 
HRISTMAS } soni Ter 
ARDS snc verses 


Descriptive list seni free on application. 
S. R. BRIGGS, Toronto, Canada. 


CANDIES! 


CHRISTMAS CANDIES a4 specialty 
for Sunday-schools. Samples now ready 
GEO. MILLER & SON, 


610 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wholesale and Retail 


VANILLA BEANS. 


We offer a large stock of perfectly cured beans of 
every quality and size. Selections for orders are made 
Wd our firm personally and are returnable at our cost 
if not satis ry on examination. State quality 
wanted when writing: TYLER $ FINCH, Im- 
porters. 54 Cedar Street, New York. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. | 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 





“ 


THE sid hy spoons 
at the MlGwitig rates, which ie 
From | to4 re rae ooliiiyee . OD ead. 
“469 cdfiesti......7 Riso * 
“ to 19 1s... a ¢ 
« = DP GPO ps vecess saicosocsedecsensees sect 1 ¢ 
Th 


hfee x fhontha at the same proportionate rate. 
To the Soebon ety club of either grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy free. 

The papers for a cltih Will be Bénf either to the indi- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
one ageress, according to the preference of — 
ers. 1e rs pe a club oes all At one yr 
ice, ais Fes 
teachers Shoat get gerthopeerinll” t <eorn éne 
pe ,0st-office, and others in th same school get theirs 
rom another, the papers will be sent soceraeey. 
Different schools aresmot to unite in ne formin 
club, bee, eich schogh@hould’ have tts own au at 
whatever peice the umber of copies taken entitles 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as ae Seo ordered, each subscriber 
paying provTata for @ that he Is to receive the 
paper, 

The papers for a club, whether going in a package to 
one address, or sént separately to the members of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription. 

The yellow label on each paper sent to singie (not club) 
subscribers atowe Yo whet date the haa been 
paid for. If the publisher does not by t late receive 
a request from tie subscriber that the a be discon- 
tinued, he witt «continge to send tt, 6 pa will, 
however, be da dt any tine thereafter, the sub- 
acriber 90 dptires, and remits the amount ttue the 
time that he-has + ecetwed &. Dhe papers for a club will 
be stopped at onde on the pt Of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the same is received. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yegrly rates. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed sho careful to name not only the post- 
office to wh y Wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it nee been a ont. All addresses should include 
both cownty and 


ool het ob fon is renewed, by some other _ 

Ghat fue oO sent the previous suleeripdon, 
peek: opise Md ys isher by stating thai 
the clap he Sakecr tbat the place ae the one 
formed Jast year by .. 

FOR: SMALLER ‘SCHOOLS. —By a “new plan, 
the si schools, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, cannot form ia e clubs, have the ne- 
fit of the very lowest’ rate! ~ provides that when 
the entire foree ef teachers in any school is less than 
twenty, the elub rate to such selool shall be $1.00 per 
copy, On condition that the order forthe papers be 
accompanied bya statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the clud fs not less than the full humber of 
teachers in the te This does not mean that every 

be « subseriber, but that the 
number co ten “order must not be less than the 












con aaa lcaieastedet hers, Persons who are tot teach- 
pore the club, in-erder to secure 

the required Any of copies in excess 

of the be required number, ow A be subscribed for at the 

same rate. ‘8 belon a to the same 

may be GONE in Mattie sulth woe $/ 

the number Wf teachers in’ a ple: If 


@ sthoot. 
there are seven teachers in a Ay two-or Riess 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 


club su not be for more .ttian four 
copies, in becuré the low’ rate. 

An pt A co a Sy givén to one who forms a 
club on this plan “for te smaller schools. 

Enoug' es of an issue of the r,to enable 
all the te teachers of a school to examine it will be sent 
free upon lication, 

Ifa tnare tbo a anominssion of phe paper is de- 
sired than. can 


senee | rece ving specimen 
. copies of asingle han the publisher wit send (in a 
package to one address) any number of copies 


each 

week, dor four xethe rate of nt cents 

pt a sla i ak 
“ “GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs, Hodder and Stoughiton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, E. C., will send The American eg School 


Times, post free, ee year, to any address reat 

Britain, for ten shi ngs prepaid. The r “will be 

sold by-allthe ' | ptlog twopence. 
‘ft ; Publisher, 





estnut St., Philadelphia. 
P. 0. ‘Box 1550... + ' 








Catalogue a 
Price List 


oF 

Men's and Boys’ Clothing | 
and Furnishing. Goods 

is now ready, and wiil be mailed 
to any ad S, Upon request. 

| Wanamaker & Brown, 

OAK HALL, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Mouwnps.u & Co." on 
Be of imita 








_ ‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XXVL, No. 4), 








‘IMMENSE STOCK 


OF ALL CRADES OF 


CARPETING 


«| We are now making our Semi-annual offering of 


SPECIAL BARGAINS 


Our VELVETS wear next best to Wiltons. 
the variety of patterns giving MOQUETTE effects at a large 
saving in price. 

Best BODY BRUSSELS below market prices. 

TAPESTRY BRUSSELS at al! prices, many patterns offering 


at far below real value. 


WE INVITE YOUR INSPECTION 


with confidence, being certain of giving entire satisfaction. 


J. & J. DOBSON, Manufacturers, 


809 and Sil CHESTNUT STREET, 7 PHILADELPHIA. 


Call and see 





MINC 


ESTABLISHED tyr 
AWARD BY CENTENNIAL COMMISSION. 


CENUINE ENCLISH 


PLUM PUDDING, 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR ATMORE’S , 
Ic isi preparet® with’ the most scrupulous care from the choicest materials. 
" SHARPER THAN A SERPENT’S TOOTH 

This knife is, and a good deal better 
to whittle with. Price, $1, post- 
paid. Blades file-tested, | 
and replaced free if 
soft or flawy. Cut 
ives exact size. 
blades; compact, 
strong. Send for 48- | 



















werk and do it easier and in less thme than 


We will guarantee the “ LOVELL»” WASHER todo better 
any other machine 
in rg world. aaon aliens five years, and if it don’t wash the 


Dy oun NEw Worx on Panuine, 
‘ DP led for 50. Send f 
See. fox be PETER HEN 


WANTED Bae Umer ‘galt itr 


$508 y a year. HUBBARD BRos., Pub 


BLE DEEDS eGR ATE 


per month made. Sells 
M. LL. WARREN & CO. 1117 Chestnut Fah Philadelphia. 
EVE RYW HE RE ny “sell 


Machine ever invented, Will knit a _ or 
ckings with HEEL and TOE complete in 
It will also knit a great variety of fancy- 
work for which there is always aready market. Send 
for circular and terms to the Twembly Knisting 
Machine Ce, 163 Tremont Street, Boston, M. 


GOLDEN. RULE ALLIANCE, 


A Mutual’ Benefit Association, Limited to Memberk 
of Evangelical yey or 

















aueRtS a= ED 





Only sixteen porbetn in four years. 
AGENTS WANTED, 
Send for circulars to C. J, 
No. 4 Exchange Place, or P. O. Box 1654, Boston, Mass. 





Liberal Commission, 
SPENCELEY, Secretary, 















Ke 





CHAIR. Simple,Durable,Ele- 
gant. A positive household luxury. 
50 Changes of po- 

. sition. Send stamp 
(mention this paper) 

for Illus. Catalogue. 

STEVENS’ Adjustable CHAIR - 

No, 3 fixth St, Pitteburch 


Lip Sune tia, 


icimps ect 
and Invalid. Cuafe . Pries S 


beef mt ie aes 


aaa) No Waste. 

Neo Trouble. 
Always Ready. 
A GOOD 
SALAD 
ASSURED. 

Rich, 
Wholesome, 
Nutritious. 



























nd the most 

|} war Mayonnaise 
i, all kinds of 
1 BALADS, RAW 
TOMATOES,CAB- 
iE, COLD 
—— | MEATS, JisH. 

@tc., ever so! 

RESSING ] E. R. Durkee & Co., 


NEW YORE 








GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878 


Breaktast (coe 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal, It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 





~ Sold by Grocers irocers everywhere. 








page free list. 





without rubbing, we will refund the money. 


PACENTS WANTED S2i22% 


F that Agents are making from during be want oe 


month. Farmers make $200 to $500 d: 
dies have great success selling this Weaher 


Retail priceonly 
a Sample to'those" . Also the Cele- 
» brated KEYSTONE W. GER $f manuhicnrere 


ice. We eA! the omen 
OD & postal card for. 


~ TOVELE WASHER CO., ERIE, Pa. 







Ree Jour PsA, Keo NG witH NOTES By 


Orr DD. -<p. 
Ren FACOE A BBO 
Rey. LYMAN A#BOTT, D.D. 


eres NEW TESTAMENT, 





KING JAMES’ VERON, a et ons BY 

Rev. JOHN 8, C. 

Re TACOB a Reore DD. 

sy oO ¥ Nantes. —Outfit Free, and all Epaight Paid. 
Ada H. 8. GOODSPEED & ¢ 


NEW YORK, o ‘CHICAGO. | 


“his wikgat sc 
gon) WA ieee 


| WHE EN yousvant a nice fren Fenceor good Force 
Puamp, write to Mast, Foos & Co., Springfield, 5. 








Maher & Grosh, 


28th St., Toledo, Ohio. 






ICTORIAL | NEW: y TESTAMENT, 





W. BAKER & C0., Dorchester, Mass 


TEA CLUBS #2: 


gtye a 46 piece ya 
tor Decorated ne fan pa Tea Set of 3 pies 
Se al hish Ohamber Te Tofiet Set. With a $12 
y AY con we + me a Maroon, Pink or Blue Band, Gold Lined 
Chamber Toilet Set of 10. or an English Decorated 
- & 4 of 44 pieces. . pore Hundreds of 


Premiums. Ili'd Catal Free. 
Wanted. GREAT f easTiitn TEA 
| °3 333 & 335 Br’dway, Providence, B.1. 








@37- For circulars, address 


JAMES L. BRANSON 
Chestnut 8t., Phila., Pa, 


turing or 
Family Use. 


For Manufac- 

















He 
®; fires, Works, 


_BURPEE'S SEEDS # isos 


logue. W. ATLEEr Burrrer & Co., Philadelphia. 





SEED ECONOMY in the GARDEN, The Best Seeds, 
Piants,Bulbs and uisitesat Lowest Prices 
Catalogues Free. HENRY A DREER,T4 Chestnut St.Phile 


RIDGWAY REFRIGERATOR, 


___ 1518 Chestnat Street Philadelphia. 


DURHAM SYSTEM (screw 

joint): used at PULLMAN, 

oy hlet free. DtRHAM 
HovusE DRAW AGE Co., i 42d St., New York. 


he“ Automatic’ se Best in the world, 
Willcox & Gibbs 8. M. Co., 658 Broadway, New York. 
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Send Your Names 
and ee — a 







FREE SA | PLE or ze COLORED Desicns 


&. Payson Porter, Philip 
a Rev. B. ad 





mer 


















7 Sudbury St., 
Send for Catalogue. BOSTON, 








And STEREO 


every subject QPEURANE: EXHIBITIONS T 


A rROPITABLE Fe. FOR A MA aLL CaPTra.. 
Lanterns for Home Prod lt nee Cai 


36-page 
McALLISTER, Optician, 49 Nessew St... New 


MENEELY BELL COMPANY. 


The Finest Grude of Creret. eqgee. 


— Experience. 
istrated Catalogue mailed fon 4 
Cc LINTON ‘a. —' BELL COMPANY, 
rey - x. 








Buckeye Bell Foundry. 


Bells ofpure per and Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms. oe ete. FULLY 
WARRANTED. Catalogu 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Gadnenth, 0. 


MENEELY & COMPANY, 
WEST TROY, NW. Y., BELLS 


pe | Churches, Schools, etc. ; also Chimes 
and Peals. For more than half a century 
noted for superiority over all others. 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 


jy, ee those celebrated Bells 
thimes for Charches, Zower 

Clee s, &e. &c. Eric, 92 id cater 

logues sunk 

H. McSuane & Co. Baltimore, M Ma. 
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BEGAN BUSINESS IN 1870. 


a eee ae oe a a ae eae ae ae om 


fia JB Watkins Land Mortgage til 


Successor to J. B. WATKINS & CO. 


Capital, $750,000. 


-a< 
te 


-_- 
-_- 


INCORPORATED IN 1883. 





ee eee ee ee 
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FARM. MORTGAGES 


7 « ~ 
eee oe aan os ele 6s ee 


_ 





Interest 


ie Payments of Interest 
Bonds by half-yearly 





National Bank of Commercein New York. 






a 


Prompt as- Covernment 
Coupons payable at 


+ 





—— = 


for Sr re IC I UC IC ot IC IC IC CIC Ct ce CC IC Ce ee ie ir eC Ce 3c CC 


Aggregate amount, 


Number of mortgages matured, 2,091, 
Aggregate amount, 


tions have been fulfilled to the letter. 


——— = ee ee el ee oe ae eee 




















10 Years Business Report. 
The number of mortgages negotiated from May 1874, to May 1884; 8,762, 


Total amount of interest earned and paid on the day it matured, 


Total amount of interest and principal paid at maturity, 
Number of Investors in these mortgages 1473; some of them have had 
14 years experience with us; each one can testify that all our representa- 


You may not see this advertisement again ; therefore, cut it out and send now for 
information, forms, and testimonials, and have them when needed. Address, : 


J.B. WATKINS ' L. M. CO., 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS. 
0c, HENRY DICKIBSON How York 


oe " 
oe a eee ee oe + oe 


—_— -— = 














a 


* 
~—-—+- 


85,580,350 & 
81,773,600 & 


*Yy 
r 


$1,048,500 & 
$2,822,100 








DDHOTOGRAPHIC OUTFITS ‘: Ams mncasses, 


Microscopes, Mr a Spectacles, | 
mometers. aimsle er OCs Co. pemmneeeeesete } 
R. & J. Beck, Phin Lilus. price oe 


STAINED GLASS SUBSTITUTE sm 


sample e 
and prices. W ©. YOUNG. 731 Arch 8t., 


Church Furniture 212" Secoua St, Philadelphia, 
I yu 


Ipit and Sunday-scheol Furniture. Send 
to PAINE’S, Boston, for price a and photographs. 
Send for Cataiogue. A. J. Welde- 
Church Lamps. ners South Second sc Phila. 
The Best Kerosene Light. All metal. 
No chimney or globe. Nosmoke or odor. 
Non-explesive. Cleanly. Burnsopen 
like gas. Adapted for all places. | 
Superior for reading and sewing. 
If not found at the stores, we will send 
one, delivered free in U.8., for $5.50. 
Manufactured by 
HITCHCOCK LAMP CO., 
(Incorporated 1873.) Watertewn, N.Y 
Hon. R. P. FLOWER, Pres't. 
Remember, this is the 
“HITCHCOCK LAMP.” 


THE XMAS PAIL. 


GREATLY IMPROVED, made | 
of fancy cardboard, four colors, | 
printed in four neat lith 
designs. Three sizes, huldi 
te, and 1 pound of candy. Pp 
$2.2: >, $2.75, and $3.25 per 100 by 
express. Sample of smallest size 
by mail, 10cts.. A ree sizes, 


ULLETIN 
































Xcts. OUR XMA 
contains a full cretete alsoa 


list of CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
and CAR Ds, anda large line of 


HOLID AY BOOKS 


for ——. at lower r uriees ti than ever. Call 
and examine, or send for a Bulletin. Ready Nov. 14. 


NEW XMAS SERVICE. 


$1.50 per 100. Sample free. Address 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM, 


122 Nassau St., New York. 
“THE OLD CHAMBERS STREET” 


CAND 


Manufactory offers special inducements to 


Churches, Sunday-schools, Festivals, etc. 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Our Confectionery guaranteed absolutely pure. 
Address RIDLEY & CO.. 


Cor. Hudson and Chamber Sts., New York. 








CANDY rok Suhbe RIES 5. 


Picture Galleries, 


Theatres, New and 
se of room. Get circular and estimate. ~ liberal ‘S % 2 
RINK, 551 P: 


LP.F 


earl Street, N. 





te BEST THING KNOWN Fe 
WASHING+° BLEACHING 


IN HARD OR'SOFT, HOT CR COLD WATER. 


SAVES LABOR, TIME and SOAP AMAZ- 
INGLY, and gives universal satisfaction. 
No family, rich or poor should be without 1t. 
Sold by all Grocers. BEW ARE of imitations 
well designed to mislead. PEARLINE is —- 
ONLY SAFE. labor-saving compound, and 
always bearsethe above symbol, and name of 
JAMES PYLE, NEW YORK, 


MisPOTTS cAD IRON 










‘ADVANTAGES : 


P iRN 
DETACHA 
WALNUT HANDLE 
- POINTED.IRON BOTA gee 


00 
BEST YS. GHEAP 


ONE HA! iDLE AND As TAN MID ASE?. 


ry \-ie)\t7-1-13 “TRADE. 


_——_* aes Sates eae = 


at 


“  ] 





Our large experiencé in furnishing Sunday-schools 


during the past twenty Years, Goupled With our exten- 
sive facilities, enables us to offer for the Holiday § 
son the finest assortment of mixtures for the money 


in the market, and we warrant all strictly pure. Our 
selection of beautiful picture-boxes, 1, 34, and \% pound 
sizes, cannot be equalled. ¢ — and examine or sen 


for pricesandsampiles. CR Be, Senn 
1226 Marker. St, linda, 





| by - 


} 









e 
it_ on sale. Ask Min for “t 
p., 233 N. 2d St., Phila.. Pe 


Soccer soe 
D. S. WIL 


aa 





a | 
j ‘EE advertisement of Chicage Corset Com- 


i pany, Chicago, lll, in next week’s issue. 








| 





Disfiguring Humors, Tro 
ings, Tortures Painful Inflammat! 
every form o ~e ‘ 
with Loss of Hair; “ 


Infantile and mee Humorsy Milk Crist; Scalled 
Head, Rashes, Chafings, and Stil Seg Irrita- 
tion and Inflammation of the Skin 

Demand at all times the soothing, 


ing om and beautifying properties 0: the UA 

AP. Absolutely pure. An exqu isite’ Bath, 

and Nursery Sanative, redolent with 090-3 odors 
ealing balsams. 


ons, Iteh- 
mas, 


ns, 


| and 


For Rough, Chapped and Oil 


Skin, Blacge-eads 
Pimples, Tan, ’ Preek 


és, and Sunburn, it is rlor to 


| all other soaps. Sold everywhere. Price, 4 


Potter Drug and Chemical Cox Boston. 


Send for “ How to Preserve and Beautify’ the Skin.” 








we 


JOHNSTON'S 


| Used by the Army and Navy ef the U. S. 








See advertisement 


SAVE YOUR EYES uext issue. 
‘TIMKEN SPRING VEHICLES! 








ing tothe weight they 


d shorten accord 
sedis ete 
Woe.” Soees ee ae 4 ken, Patentee, St 


| KEYSTONE Stoam slated So : 














OF the latest and most beautiful designs, and al! 


ps backs feo onda 






SE Ss BRO.M 
4 Office a lésroo: 1296 & 1210 Ridge n 
Factory *“121) & 1218 Spring Garden Street, Phil 
Send tor [matrated Catalogue and Price- Last. 





CR GIN co DOBBINS’ EL TRIC 
I. L. A & +» SOAP, 116 So. 4 tn 
Street, Philadelphia, offer to give subscribers 
class gy uate, piano and vocal, gratis, Write for 
circylar. tion this paper. 



















le loans, Ab- 
faction. Eh 
rand atin ti K 
IN at 


oH 





teferences. 
8.H.BAKER. 





Should confer 


WESTERN FARM WORIGAGE cO., 


Lawrence, Ka pty * 4 
tate Leans’ = Raid | in in Ne w wa ee A 
faction GU — 
Third Nat. Bank *! - Cit Teor Net 

Kan, Securit 

Send for pampnies.' A with 


r rat Perki 
aT Warne Vi Pres Pree. 




















= HOOK & HASTINGS, 


_——_ of the Grand ¢ ge al 
Cincinnati ; itech of of ‘the 
delphia; and of over 1,200 - 


for evé of a = ite attention to 
rays Aas les of P. nn Gao k at trom $500 to 


000, and w alg 
Prusie MPRA ORGA 
are invited to apply to us direct 
connected with =, = 
LARS and specifications furn: 
Second-hand eens ‘for sale 








Nos. 204 and 206 Wes 
Baltimore. No. 112 PF 


3, 5, 8, 10, and 20 cents each 
2o, and 30.cents each. ** 


6,10, 16, 
HICA 











| S ern . or just builtepecial 

Sy occ mmyethink new. 

i r e)—-x& 
Jardine organ now in St. James" 4 ea Chareh. wy. 
City. H. L. Roos 

149 West rth St., N.Y. Loy. 


T. B. Hagstoz & Co. Phile 


“the “onty house. in - Phile- 
of DIAMONDS and precious stones. 





+) delphia making a specialt> 
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A SERIAL STORY for Boys, by 


SUSPECTED. A Serial Story, by 
SERIAL STORY for Bad Boys, by 


Travel and Biography 


LETTERS FROM SPAIN, by 
BUSH LIFE in Australia, by 
LETTERS FROM PERSIA, by 
FAMOUS AMBASSADORS and Their Triumphs, by JAMES PARTON. 
IN THE HEART of the Sahara. Incidents and 


adventures, during a tour in the great African 
desert, by 


COMPANION AUTHORS at Home. Chatty de- 
scriptions of the homes of James Payn, Thomas 


Hardy, Mys. Oliphant, and other English contrib- 
utors to the CoMPANION. 


H, H. WEBER. 


Wii. H. RIDEING. 


instructive and Entertaining 


AN EXILE’S Escape from Siberia, COL. THOS. W. KNOX. 
STORIES OF MILL GIRLS, by An “OLD OPERATIVE.” 


THOSE TERRIBLE PARISIANS, or the Danger- 
ous Classes of Paris, by 


JUNIUS H. BROWNE. 
CLEVER THINGS DONE by Journalists ; or the 
strategies of News Gatherers, by 


JULIUS CHAMBERS. 
ODDITIES OF JAPANESE LIFE, from a Japanese 
point of view, by 8. ARAKAWA. 


JAMES ANTHONY FROUDE, on 
PROF. TYNDALL, on 

PROF. MAX MULLER, on 
CANON FARRAR, on 

PROF. T. STERRY HUNT, on 
RICHARD A. PROCTOR, on 
E. P. WHIPPLE, on 

E. A. FREEMAN, on 

JAMES PAYN, on 


Natural History 


THE RIVER WOLF, and Other Papers, by 
TAME COCKROACHES, and Other Papers, by REV. J. G. WOOD. 
THE WILD HORSE and His Wanderings. ARABELLA B. BUCKLEY. 
FISHING ON DRY LAND, and Other Curiosities 
of Natural History, by PROF. C. F. HOLDER. 
A BEE’S BRAIN; The Songe of Insects; Insects 
Useful to the Farm; and Other Papers, PROF. A. 8. PACKARD, Jr. 


FELIX L. OSWALD. 


.The Children’s 
Companion. The E 


Subscription Price, $1.75 a Year. 














AP PRESENT 


— oy one Jae who receives it ioe 6 


<3 «st ERBROO I | 

















Rome Wate tte “SS Gh WW Peas 
ont que prices . = . 
FOR SALE BY ALL STATIONERS. | 
THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., | 
Works, Camden, N. J. 26 John St. New York z 
> aaver- | Bible ndence School. fo" sSus= 
dew wy ort Er. PAR! rae ta Ee J. A. WO a age Chestnut St., Philsdeiphin® j 


For Young People and the Family—58th Year. 


HE COMPANION has now attained a weekly circulation larger than that of any 

other literary paper in the world. Its steadily increasing success imposes an additional re- 
sponsibility upon its conductors to deserve the appreciation and encouragement of American parents. 
use all its abilities, and all its resources, to make the young people of America manly men and womanly women. 


illustrated Serial Stories 


MY BROTHER FRANK. A Serial Story, by 
SERIAL STORY for Boys and Girls, by 

A COUNTRY COUSIN. A Story for Girls, 
ADAM JUNIOR. A Serial Story, by 


LOUISE CHANDLER MOULTON. 
ARCHIBALD FORBES. 
8. G. W. BENJAMIN. 
















TE largeNo. ies 
he ith seri 
a SANE te NTING | eM #15 0 nip 


Noy WNale<y GAZ 












It will 


J. T. TROWBRIDGE. 
Mrs. OLIPHANT. 
ALPHONSE DAUDET. 
EDGAR FAWCETT. 
GEO. MANVILLE FENN. 
FRANK R. STOCKTON. 
C. A. STEPHENS. 


Tales of Adventure 


THE LIGHTHOUSE Keeper's Stories, by JUSTIN CARRICK. 
HUNTERS’ TALES of the Red River Country, by  F. W. CALKINS. 
A YOUNG IMMIGRANT’S Journey to Colorado, by D. L. CHAMBERS. 
IN THE FORESTS OF VENEZUELA, by W. T. HORNADAY. 
UP THE TRAIL. Cattle-Driving on “‘the breaks” of 
the Liano Estacado, Kansas, by 
MY ENCOUNTER with the Black Flags. An in- 
cident of the French conquest of Tonkin, 
AMONG THE SAVAGES of Patagonia, during an 
expedition to the great native apple orchards of 
the Southern Andes, by 


AMOS M. NEVIN 


HENRI MEUTIER. 


Cc. A. STEPHENS. 





$3,000. Prize Stories 


Nearly seven thousand manuscripts were sent in competition for the Companton prizes of 
$3,000 offered for the best Short Stories, many of them by eminent writers in both Europe and America. 
For eight of these, Prizes have been awarded. They are delightful stories. These stories, with 
others selected from the seven thousand sent, will be a feature of the coming volume of the Companion. 


Humorous and Other Ske‘ches 


AMONG THE ‘‘CRACKERS,” by ELLIOTT BERD. 

THE GENUINE PLANTATION NEGRO. Humor- 
ous Sketches, with original negro Songs, by 

THREE SHARP FELLOWS. The career of three 
boys who thought themselves “smart,’’ and who 
made three ‘‘sharp”’ ventures, and are now living 
with other “sharp fellows” in three large stone 
buildings, by 


“UNCLE REMUS.” 


WM. M. ACTON. 





Science and Education 


A remarkable series of articles by Eminent Writers will be given on the following subjects : 


The Study of History. 

Popular Science for Young People. 
The Cultivation of the Memory. 
The Study of English Literature. 
The Chemistry of Sea and Land. 
Star Clouds, and Other Articles. 
Precocious Boys in History. 
Children a Thousand Years Ago. 


School Life in the English Lake Country. 


Etiquette and Health 


THE MISUSE OF MEDICINE, by DR. WM. A. HAMMOND. 

DELUSIONS CONCERNING HEALTH, DR. M. GRANVILLE. 

ETIQUETTE AND HEALTH. A series of Papers, 
by the editor of ‘‘Don’t.” 

PICKED UP BY AN AMBULANCE. A graphic 
account of the treatment of Street Accidents in the 
New York Hospitals, ALEX. WAINWRIGHT. 


0. B. BUNCE. 


‘age filled with charming pictures, poems and stories, se Se an attractive feature of the 
rials will continue to give clear views of current events at home and abroad. 


wena be ee hip OFFE 


Please mention this Paper. Address PERRY MASON & CO., Tenner, 41 Temple Place. Boston, Mass. 


To any one who subscribes now, and sends us $1.75, 
we will send the Companion FREE to January Ist, 
1885, and a fall year’s subscription from that date. 
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“The Sunday School Times intendste admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. Should, however. an adv esuisemnant of @ party not in good stamding be inadvertently insertea, 
” the publisher will refund to subscr ose thereby. 


FLUID 
REEF 


EXTRACT. 
Frick & Co., 1107 Market St.. Phils., 


* Printing Press mn" 


Card & label Press.83. Large: sizes, to 
$75. For old or young. Every thing easy ; 
printed directions. Send 2stamps for cat- 
alogue of Presses, Type, Cards, etc., to 
the factory. Kelsey & Co., Meriden, Conn. 
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